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CONSEQUENCES 

AND POLICY 

RESPONSES 

GLOBALLY IN 2016

54 %

32 %

50 %

20 %

HEAVY 
EPISODIC 
DRINKERS* 

80 COUNTRIES HAVE A 
WRITTEN NATIONAL ALCOHOL 
POLICY

PROPORTION 
OF ALCOHOL
CONSUMED

* percentage of those in the population aged 
15 years and older who have consumed alcoholic 
beverages in the previous 12-month period

Source: WHO Global Status Report on Alcohol and Health 2018.
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* consumed at least 60 grams or more of 
pure alcohol on at least one occasion in the 
past 30 days

ALCOHOL USE DISORDERS

SUICIDE

MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS

COMMUNICABLE, MATERNAL, 
PERINATAL, NUTRITIONAL CONDITIONS 

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES

UNINTENTIONAL INJURIES

DEGESTIVE DISEASES

145 600

233 900

376 200

385 900

593 100

624 100

636 600

3 MILLION DEATHS CAUSED BY ALCOHOL

2.3 BILLION PEOPLE 
ARE CURRENT DRINKERS*

THEY DRINK ON AVERAGE 
32.8 GRAMS OF PURE 
ALCOHOL PER DAY, WHICH 
IS ABOUT

Other With written policy

Low-income
(n=31)

Lower-
middle-income

(n=50)

Upper-
middle-income

(n=57)

High-income
(n=56)
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