
 

Terms of Reference for the Advisory Group on Critically Important Antimicrobials for 
Human Medicine  

 
The Global Action Plan (GAP) on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) was adopted by the World Health 
Assembly in 20151. The plan outlines five strategic objectives. The fourth objective calls to optimize 
the use of antimicrobial medicines in human and animal health.  In 2019, Member States requested 
to the Director-General to maintain and systematically update the WHO list of Critically Important 
Antimicrobials for human medicine2.  
 
To preserve the public health benefits of antibacterial it is important to reduce the use of 
antibacterial agents in food producing animals, particularly reducing the use of those antibacterial 
medicines that are critically important for human medicine. To support this goal, WHO in 2005 
developed the List of Critically Important Antimicrobials (CIA). The List is ranking antibacterial 
agents using specific criteria with respect to the relative importance of each antimicrobial agent in 
human medicine. Using the WHO criteria each antimicrobial agent is categorized in one of three 
major groups: critically important, highly important and important to human medicine.  
 
The WHO CIA List is intended for public health and animal health authorities, practicing physicians 
and veterinarians, and other stakeholders involved in the use of antimicrobials both in human and 
veterinary medicine.  
 
The WHO CIA List is a risk assessment tool: it provides guidance on the level of risk to accelerate 
resistance by using different types of antibacterial in animals and consequently how the use of 
antibacterial could be managed to minimize antimicrobial resistance of medical importance. The 
WHO CIA List thus should be used as a reference to help formulate and prioritize risk assessment 
and risk management strategies for containing antimicrobial resistance. 
 
The WHO CIA List was originally developed following recommendations from two consecutive 
expert meetings organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), and the World Health Organization (WHO). WHO 
established the first CIA List for Human Health in Canberra in 2005 and have met and created an 
updated list every other year, since 2009 with the support of the WHO Advisory Group on 
Integrated Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (AGISAR) and the collaboration of FAO and OIE. 
The last revision (6th revision) was published in 20183.  
 
 
The Advisory Group on the WHO CIA List will support the Unit on Impact Initiatives and Research in 
the future revisions of the WHO CIA List.  
 

The Advisory Group on the WHO CIA List (the “AG CIA”) will act as an advisory body to WHO in 
this field.  

 

 
1 Sixty Eight World Health Assembly. (2015). Global action plan on antimicrobial resistance. World Health 

Organization. https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/253236  
2 Seventy second World Health Assembly item 11.8 https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_R5-en.pdf  
3 Critically Important Antimicrobial for Human Medicine, 6th revision 2018 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/312266/9789241515528-eng.pdf?ua=1  
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I. Functions 
 

In its capacity as an advisory body to WHO, the STAG CIA shall have the following functions: 
 

1. To provide independent scientific and technical advice for future revisions of the WHO 
CIA List. 

2. To review and analyse scientific information to update the ranking of antimicrobials 
based on the criteria established in the WHO CIA List. 

3. To advise the approach to address the use of antimicrobials in different sectors (e.g 
plants/crops) to be included in the WHO CIA list.  

4. To review and provide technical advice and support on relevant publications. 
5. To advise and support WHO in promoting the use of the WHO CIA List in countries for 

prioritization of risk management strategies in the human sector, the food animal 
sector, in agriculture (crops) and horticulture, through a coordinated multisectoral 
One Health approach. 

 
II. Composition 

 
1. The AG CIA shall have up to 15 members, who shall serve in their personal capacities to 

represent the broad range of disciplines relevant to antimicrobial resistance and 
antimicrobial use in humans, animals and other sectors. In the selection of the AG members, 
consideration shall be given to attaining an adequate distribution of technical expertise, 
geographical representation and gender balance.     

 
2. Members of the AG CIA, including the Chairperson, shall be selected and appointed by WHO 

following an open call for experts. The Chairperson's functions include the following: 
 

- to chair the meeting of the AG; 
- to liaise with the WHO Secretariat between meetings.  

 
In appointing a Chairperson, consideration shall be given to gender and geographical 
representation. 

 
3. Members of the AG CIA shall be appointed to serve for a period of 3 years and shall be 

eligible for reappointment. A Chairperson is eligible for reappointment as a member of the 
AG CIA, but is only permitted to serve as Chairperson for one term. Their appointment 
and/or designation as Chairperson may be terminated at any time by WHO if WHO's interest 
so requires or, as otherwise specified in these terms of reference or letters of appointment.  
Where a member’s appointment is terminated, WHO may decide to appoint a replacement 
member. 

 
4. AG CIA members must respect the impartiality and independence required of WHO. In 

performing their work, members may not seek or accept instructions from any Government 
or from any authority external to the Organization. They must be free of any real, potential 
or apparent conflicts of interest. To this end, proposed members/members shall be 
required to complete a declaration of interests form and their appointment, or continuation 
of their appointment, shall be subject to the evaluation of completed forms by the WHO 



 

Secretariat, determining that their participation would not give rise to a real, potential or 
apparent conflict of interest. 
 

5. Following a determination that a proposed member’s participation in the AG CIA would not 
give rise to a real, potential or apparent conflict of interest, the proposed member will be 
sent a letter inviting them to be a member of the AG CIA.  Their appointment to the AG CIA 
is subject to WHO receiving the countersigned invitation letter and letter of agreement. 
Notwithstanding the requirement to complete the WHO declaration of interest form, AG 
CIA members have an ongoing obligation to inform the WHO of any interests real or 
perceived that may give raise to a real, potential or apparent conflict of interest. 
 

6. As contemplated in paragraph II.4 above, WHO may, from time to time, request AG CIA 
members to complete a new declaration of interest form. This may be before a AG CIA 
meeting or any other AG-related activity or engagement, as decided by WHO. Where WHO 
has made such a request, the AG CIA member’s participation in the AG activity or 
engagement is subject to a determination that their participation would not give rise to a 
real, potential or apparent conflict of interest.  
 

7. Where a AG CIA member is invited by WHO to travel to an in-person AG meeting, WHO shall, 
subject to any conflict of interest determination as set out in paragraph II.6 above, issue a 
letter of appointment as a temporary adviser and accompanying memorandum of 
agreement (together ‘Temporary Adviser Letter). WHO shall not authorize travel by an AG 
CIA member, until it receives a countersigned Temporary Adviser Letter.  

 
8. AG CIA members do not receive any remuneration from the Organization for any work 

related to the AG. However, when attending in-person meetings at the invitation of WHO, 
their travel cost and per diem shall be covered by WHO in accordance with the applicable 
WHO rules and policies.  
 

III. Operation  
 

1. The AG shall meet regularly   and once a year. However, WHO may convene additional 

meetings.  AG meetings may be held in person (at WHO headquarters in Geneva or another 
location, as determined by WHO) or virtually, via video or teleconference. 
 
AG CIA meetings may be held in open and/or closed session, as decided by the Chairperson 
in consultation with WHO. 
 
(a) Open sessions: Open sessions shall be convened for the sole purpose of the exchange 

of non-confidential information and views, and may be attended by Observers (as 
defined in paragraph III.3 below).  

 
(b) Closed sessions: The sessions dealing with the formulation of recommendations and/or 

advice to WHO shall be restricted to the members of the AG CIA and essential WHO 
Secretariat staff. 

 
2. The quorum for AG meetings shall be two thirds of the members. 



 

 
3. WHO may, at its sole discretion, invite external individuals from time to time to attend the 

open sessions of an advisory group, or parts thereof, as “observers”. Observers may be 
invited either in their personal capacity, or as representatives from a governmental 
institution / intergovernmental organization, or from a non-state actor.  
WHO will request observers invited in their personal capacity to complete a confidentiality 
undertaking and a declaration of interests form prior to attending a session of the advisory 
group.  Invitations to observers attending as representatives from non-state actors will be 
subject to internal due diligence and conflict of interest considerations in accordance with 
FENSA. Observers invited as representatives may also be requested to complete a 
confidentiality undertaking. Observers shall normally attend meetings of the AG CIA at their 
own expense and be responsible for making all arrangements in that regard. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairperson, observers may be asked to present their personal views 
and/or the policies of their organization. Observers will not participate in the process of 
adopting decisions and recommendations of the AG.  
 

4. The AG CIA may decide to establish smaller working groups (sub-groups of the AG) to work 
on specific issues. Their deliberations shall take place via teleconference or video-
conference. For these sub-groups, no quorum requirement will apply; the outcome of their 
deliberations will be submitted to the AG for review at one of its meetings.   
 

5. AG CIA members are expected to attend meetings. If a member misses two consecutive 
meetings, WHO may end his/her appointment as a member of the AG CIA.   
 

6. Reports of each meeting shall be submitted by the AG CIA to WHO. All recommendations 
from the AG are advisory to WHO, who retains full control over any subsequent decisions or 
actions regarding any proposals, policy issues or other matters considered by the AG.  
 

7. The AG CIA shall normally make recommendations by consensus. If, in exceptional 
circumstances, a consensus on a particular issue cannot be reached, minority opinions will 
be reflected in the meeting report.  
 

8. Active participation is expected from all AG CIA members, including in working groups, 
teleconferences, and interaction over email. AG CIA members may, in advance of AG 
meetings, be requested to review meeting documentation and to provide their views for 
consideration by the AG CIA. 

 
9. WHO shall determine the modes of communication by the AG CIA, including between WHO 

and the AG CIA members, and the AG CIA members among themselves.  
 

10. AG CIA members shall not speak on behalf of, or represent, the AG CIA or WHO to any third 
party. 

 
 

IV. Secretariat 
 



 

WHO shall provide the secretariat for the AG CIA, including necessary scientific, technical, 
administrative and other support. In this regard, the WHO Secretariat shall provide the 
members in advance of each meeting with the agenda, working documents and discussion 
papers. Distribution of the aforesaid documents to Observers will be determined by the 
WHO Secretariat.  

 
V. Information and documentation 

 
1. Information and documentation to which members may gain access in performing AG CIA 

related activities shall be considered as confidential and proprietary to WHO and/or parties 
collaborating with WHO. In addition, by counter signing the letter of appointment and the 
accompanying terms and conditions referred to in section II(5) above, AG members 
undertake to abide by the confidentiality obligations contained therein and also confirm 
that any and all rights in the work performed by them in connection with, or as a result of 
their AG-related activities shall be exclusively vested in WHO. 
 

2. AG members and Observers shall not quote from, circulate or use AG documents for any 
purpose other than in a manner consistent with their responsibilities under these Terms of 
Reference. 
 

3. WHO retains full control over the publication of the reports of the AG, including deciding 
whether or not to publish them. 

 


