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AMR Global Action Plan: 
5 strategic objectives

1. Improve 
awareness and 

understanding of 
AMR

Risk 
communicat

ion

Education

2. Strengthen 
knowledge through 

surveillance and 
research

National 
AMR 

surveillance

Laboratory 
capacities

Research 
and 

developmen
t

3. Reduce the 
incidence of 

infection

IPC, WASH, 
HAI

Community 
level 

prevention

Animal 
health: 

prevention 
and control

4. Optimize the use 
of antimicrobial 

medicines

Access to 
qualified 

antimicrobia
l medicines, 
regulation,

AMS

Use in 
veterinary 

and 
agriculture

5. Ensure 
sustainable 

investment in 
countering 

antimicrobial 
resistance

Measuring 
the burden 

of AMR

Assessing 
investment 

needs

Establishing 
procedures 

for 
participation



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025530

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025530
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WHO practical toolkit: 
AMS in health-care facilities in LMICs (2019)



https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/ipc-

and-antimicrobial-resistance 



Correlations between IPC and 

composite index of AMR

Source: OECD (2018), Stemming the Superbug Tide: Just a Few Dollars More. 
Available at oe.cd/amr-2018. 



IPC is cost-saving: proper IPC saves lives 
and allows facilities to MAKE money
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When IPC and hand hygiene are implemented in combination with 

antibiotic stewardship programmes:

Ensure the core components recommended by the WHO for effective 

IPC are in place!!

Source: OECD (2018), Stemming the Superbug Tide: Just a Few Dollars More. 
Available at oe.cd/amr-2018. 
https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/ipc-

and-antimicrobial-resistance 



https://amrcountryprogress.org/ 2019-20 

31%: no national IPC programme or not implemented (LIC had 8.3 times higher odds) 

37%: IPC programmes properly implemented in HCFs nationwide

https://amrcountryprogress.org/


WHO Guidelines on Core Components of IPC 

Programmes at the National and 

Acute Health Care Facility Level

• https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/core-components

• Zingg W et al. TLID 2015

• Storr J et al. ARIC 2017

• Price L et al. TLID 2017

Focus on 

preventing 

HAIs and 

combating 

AMR



A stepwise approach for 
implementation
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Assessments in a spirit 
of improvement



IPC national level assessment tools

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/en/ 
https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/core-components

IPCAT-2

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/core-components


IPC facility-level assessment tools

IPCAF

IPC Minimum Requirements 
assessment tool

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/core-components

https://youtu.be/yMJPVtma9I0

https://youtu.be/PDz8kxrPaMk

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/core-components
https://youtu.be/yMJPVtma9I0
https://youtu.be/PDz8kxrPaMk




Implementation manuals and assessment 
tools for national and facility level

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/en/

IPC Implementation in Low-Resource Settings: A Qualitative Analysis. Antimicrob Resist Infect Control, in press

http://www.who.int/infection-prevention/tools/core-components/en/


https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-

prevention-control/ipc-and-antimicrobial-resistance

Tomczyk S et al Clin Infect Dis 2019;68(5):873–84

WHO global guidelines to prevent the 
spread of CROs



Implementation Manual & Strategy

Chapter 1: National strategy

Chapter 2: Key principles for implementation at     

facility level

https://www.who.int/teams/integrated-health-services/infection-prevention-control/ipc-

and-antimicrobial-resistance





28 July – 15 October 2021

Prepare: 

read the 

tools and 

documents

Aug-Oct - complete 

IPCAT-MR tool and 

submit your results 

to WHO online

WHO 2021 IPC Global Survey 

IPC Minimum Requirements 

at the National Level

Take part in WHO 

webinars, hear 

more about using 

the tools and how 

to take part in the 

global survey

Oct onwards -

act on your 

results and 

make your plans

https://ipcportal.who.int/ LAUNCHED ON 28 JULY!

https://ipcportal.who.int/

