


Background

• EBOV discovered in 1976.

• Only latest outbreak resulted in enough EVD 
survivors to study EVD sequelae. 

• The presence of EBOV RNA and, rarely, infectious 
virus during convalescence had been documented 
previously as early as 1976. 

• EBOV genomic RNA was detected in seminal fluid 
of survivors of a 1995 EVD outbreak with successful 
EBOV isolation from a single sample.

• In addition to scarce human data, no indication of 
EBOV persistence was collected in the almost 
universally lethal EVD animal models used for 
medical countermeasure development. 

• Identifying the immune-privileged sites that harbor 
EBOV and the molecular mechanisms governing 
persistence within and transmission from people are 
essential for improved containment of future 
outbreaks.
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• The first report of sex transmission of MARV from an MVD survivor to his wife in 1967.

• MARV was isolated from the aqueous fluid of the eye of a 1975 MVD survivor with uveitis.

• MVD recurred in a previous MVD survivor in 1991

• SUDV was isolated from seminal fluid of an EVD survivor in 1977 and from seminal fluid and breast 

milk of two survivors in 2000.

Other filoviruses:
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•

• Pilot study: cohort of 100 men 

• Specimens: semen

• Joint study between CDC, Sierra Leone Ministry of Health and Sanitation, Sierra Leone Armed 

Forces, and WHO.
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