
Venexia Walker
Bristol Medical School, University of Bristol

Observational studies registry and 
sharing protocols – why is that important?



Alexia Sampri Angela Wood
Arun Karthikeyan 

Suseeladevi
Elsie Horne Genevieve Cezard Jonathan Sterne

Jose Cuitun Coronado Kurt Taylor Lucy Teece Marwa Al Arab Rachel Denholm Renin Toms

Rochelle Knight Sam Ip Teri-Louise North Tom Palmer Venexia Walker Yinghui Wei

https://twitter.com/AlexiaSampri/photo


protocol outputcode



protocol outputcode



What is a protocol?

Study title 

Lay summary 

Technical summary 

Aims, objectives, and rationale

Study background

Study type

Feasibility counts 

Definition of the study population

Selection of comparison group(s)

Exposures

Outcomes

Covariates

Data sources

Statistical analysis plans

Plans for addressing confounding

Plans for addressing missing data

Patient or user group involvement

Plans for dissemination

Conflict of interest statement

Limitations



https://www.opencodelists.org/



Why write a protocol?

Data access 
Resource 

identification
Project focus Transparency

Ethical 
approval

Instruction 
manual

Identification 
of potential 

issues 
Reproducibility 
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Why share code?

• The code is the most complete record of the study

• Small but important details, such as the order things are implemented 
or package defaults, will not necessarily be in the final output

• Others can implement the same code in other settings



GitHub is an online 
provider of Git, a 
content tracking 

software. 

GitHub users can 
store their code 

online, track changes 
and perform code 

review.
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Clearly report 
what was done in 
the output using 

guidelines, such as 
STROBE.

Include a link to 
the a-priori 
protocol and a list 
of protocol 
amendments.

Include a link to 
well-annotated, 

publicly available 
code.



Thank you


