
The meeting will be conducted in English. 

Questions about the event should be sent 

to gchn@who.int 

  

Summary 
During the Inaugural meeting of the WHO Global Chemicals and Health, which took 

place in November 2018, participants identified education and training for human 

biomonitoring (HBM) as an area for future collaboration. 

HBM is an important tool to support environmental, chemical and health policy-

making. It provides information on the actual internal exposure of a population to 

environmental pollutants taken up by all pathways and all sources. It allows the 

assessment of the distribution of risk in the population. When used with 

epidemiological studies, in combination with health data, it demonstrates an 

association between the body burden of pollutants and their health effects. 

The results of biomonitoring-based surveillance can serve as environmental public 

health indicators. They can provide valuable information to policymakers and the 

public and guide policy action to reduce or prevent exposure to anthropogenic 

pollutants. Thus, it is essential to use HBM effectively, establishing the cooperation of 

researchers, policymakers and the public.

Aim 

The webinar aims to share the experience of scientists and policy-makers about HBM, 

its role in informed decision-making to reduce chemical impacts and possible 

cooperation, which enables its effective use. International and national projects on 

HBM will be presented, along with examples of actions taken on a national or regional 

level to protect human health based on HBM results.  

Presentations 

Among others, the presentations will address how to design HBM surveys, including 

targeted surveys, and how to use HBM for a multitude of purposes in environment and 

health science and policymaking.  

Communication as an integral part of HBM, which involves many stakeholders during 

all phases of HBM projects, will also be discussed, including designing communication 

strategies. Additionally, ethical and scientific standards for carrying out biomedical 

research on human subjects will be addressed. 

Agenda 

The agenda and the list of speakers will be distributed in advance of the webinar to 

registered participants. The event is open to members of the WHO Chemicals Risk 

Assessment Network and other health stakeholders. 
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