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Frequently Asked Questions   

What is the COP26 Health Programme? 

The COP26 Health Programme objective is to build support for health leadership and ambition on climate action. 
The Programme is supported by the UK government as the Presidency of COP26, the World Health Organization 
(WHO), Health Care Without Harm, and the UNFCCC Climate Champions, and enables transformational change 
to protect the health of people and the planet. 

Why are countries participating in the Programme?  

Climate change is resulting in poorer health outcomes, increasing mortality, and is a driver of health inequities. 
Health systems that are resilient to climate change can help protect people from negative climate impacts. Most 
countries already consider it a priority sector for adaptation and resilience. 
 
Health is well placed to be a significant part of the solution; the positive health impacts from stronger climate change 
action can motivate global ambition; health systems that are resilient to climate change can help protect their 
populations from the negative impacts, and sustainable low carbon health systems can make a substantial 
contribution to reducing national and global emissions. 

Is this Programme a COP26 priority area? 

Health has been chosen as a COP26 science priority area. The COP26 Health Programme has been established 
to bring stronger health focus and ambition to COP26. 

What are the initiatives of the Programme? 

There are two initiatives countries are invited to commit to: 

1. The Climate Resilient Health Systems Initiative will support the goals of the Adaptation Action Coalition 
by addressing the health impacts of climate change in health systems and facilities while strengthening 
health resilience. The initiative, coordinated by WHO and the COP26 Presidency, calls on governments to 
commit to conducting a climate change and health vulnerability and adaptation assessment; to develop a 
comprehensive health National Adaptation Plan(informed by a V&A); and to use these products to facilitate 
climate finance for health. 
 

2. The Low Carbon Sustainable Health Systems Initiative aims to mobilize health care systems and 
institutions around the world to play a leadership role in reducing carbon emissions and improving air 
quality. The initiative, coordinated by COP26 Presidency, UNFCC High Level Climate Champions Team, 
Health Care Without Harm, and WHO, calls on countries commitment to publish an action plan which sets 
out how they will develop a sustainable low carbon health system and, if appropriate, to set a target date 
for their health system to reach net zero emissions.  
 
For more information on each initiative, please see here. 
 

https://2nsbq1gn1rl23zol93eyrccj-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COP26-Explained.pdf
https://healthcareclimateaction.org/about
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/marrakech-partnership/actors/meet-the-champions
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fadaptation-action-coalition-an-overview&data=04%7C01%7Cd-mcconalogue%40dfid.gov.uk%7C2e6512d9f6a24484775a08d976bdd545%7Ccdf709af1a184c74bd936d14a64d73b3%7C0%7C0%7C637671380563992693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JTFmLVlannEwD4oq0TL4i1389eMq3RNiqnSHmh8EZ4E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.who.int%2Fmedia%2Fdocs%2Fdefault-source%2Fclimate-change%2Fwho-initiative-on-climate-resilient-health-systems.pdf%3Fsfvrsn%3D73bdfd15_5&data=04%7C01%7Cd-mcconalogue%40dfid.gov.uk%7C2e6512d9f6a24484775a08d976bdd545%7Ccdf709af1a184c74bd936d14a64d73b3%7C0%7C0%7C637671380564002648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VHlGp6FvNdftxO8LY1DbsW%2BEF7%2FOdT4RUqC5AY5BIck%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthcareclimateaction.org%2Fracetozero&data=04%7C01%7Cd-mcconalogue%40dfid.gov.uk%7C2e6512d9f6a24484775a08d976bdd545%7Ccdf709af1a184c74bd936d14a64d73b3%7C0%7C0%7C637671380564002648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lhWzp2V%2BGj1gHhwN2KUKabLu3RJBUOCPutMCjsp4mZA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/cop26-health-programme
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How do countries make commitments to the Health Programme? 

Countries are being asked to state their ambition to develop climate resilient sustainable health systems in two 
commitment areas:  1. Building climate resilient health systems; 2. Developing low carbon sustainable health 
systems: 

Commitment 1: Climate resilient health systems 

• Commit to conducting climate change and health 
vulnerability and adaptation assessments (V&As) 
at the population level and/or health care facility level 
by a stated target date; 

• Commit to developing a health National Adaptation 
Plan (HNAP) informed by the health V&A, which 
forms part of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) to 
be published by a stated target date; 

• Commit to using the V&A and HNAP to facilitate 
access to climate change funding for health (e.g. 
project proposals submitted to the Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF), Green Climate Fund 
(GCF), or Adaptation Fund (AF) or GCF Readiness 
programme). 

Commitment 2: Sustainable low carbon health systems 

• High ambition/high emitters: Commit to set a target date by 
which to achieve health system net zero emissions (ideally 
by 2050). 

• All countries: Commit to delivering a baseline assessment of 
greenhouse gas emissions of the health system (including 
supply chains) 

• All countries: Commit to developing an action plan or 
roadmap by a set date to develop a sustainable low carbon 
health system (including supply chains) that also considers 
human exposure to air pollution and the role the health sector 
can play in reducing exposure to air pollution through its 
activities and its actions. 

 

 

Is there a timeline to which governments should declare their commitments? 

There isn’t a deadline. However, the recommendation is for countries to make these commitments in advance of or 
during COP26 to demonstrate health leadership on mitigation and adaptation and to encourage other countries to 
do the same. 

Will there be opportunities during COP26 to publicly announce country 
commitments? 

Although there are numerous opportunities for a public announcement in the run-up to COP26, including through 
national press releases, on November 9th, countries will have the opportunity to join together and publicly announce 
commitments. The event is sponsored by the World Health Organization, the NHS, Health Care Without Harm, the 
UK Department of Health & Social Care, the UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, and the Global 
Health and Climate Alliance. Commitments can be made beyond COP26 as well and there is no deadline for which 
to do so. 

What is the process for making the commitments? 

Commitments should be made at the Ministerial level and published through government communications channels. 
The COP26 Health Team should be informed of commitments to enable tracking: COP26Health@fcdo.gov.uk. 
Country-level commitments are not made to the COP Presidency or to the UK; they are made by countries to their 
own citizens. For further information on the process for making commitments, please contact villalobose@who.int.  

 
 

http://COP26Health@fcdo.gov.uk
mailto:villalobose@who.int

