
24%

Current Path
Increased environmental risks 
and vulnerability, growing burden
of disease, declining access to care A Healthier Future is Possible

Delivering multiple benefits for people: 
health protection, climate resilience, 
and functioning ecosystems

Human and Animal Health Systems
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Human deaths
due to unhealthy 
environmental 
conditions

Poor human and 
animal health 
status and 
deaths 
increasing from 
climate change

Ecosystems and Climate Systems

Communities 
are less safe 
and resilient; 
infrastructure 
is at risk

Economic Systems

Funding Gap 
Climate Adaptation:
$187B to $359B per year
Biodiversity:
$598B to $824B per year

Costs of adaptation and response are rising, 
while current investments are insufficient to 
address the scale of impacts.

Scaling Up Health Benefits
• Direct: Human and animal lives, 

health security, and wellbeing

• Indirect: Food, water, healthy 
housing, and income safety and 
security

• Reinforcing universal health 
coverage: Protecting critical health 
infrastructure and continuity of care 
and supply chains

2030 !
Loss of valuable 
ecosystem 
functions and 
services • Watershed and 

wetland protection
• Urban greening
• Coastal resilience
• Peatland, grassland 

and forest restoration
• Regenerative 

agriculture
• Community-based 

conservation
• Indigenous 

stewardship

Scaling Up Solutions
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Protecting Health and Biodiversity 
through Nature-based Solutions

Sources:WHO 2018 “Preventing disease through healthy environments: A global assessment 
of the burden of disease from environmental risks”; FAO 2020 “Animal Health and Climate 
Change”; UNEP 2024 “Adaptation Gap Report”; The Paulson Institute, The Nature Conservancy, 
and the Cornell Atkinson Center for Sustainability 2020 “Financing Nature: Closing the global 
biodiversity financing gap”; IPBES 2024”Transformative Change Assessment”

Multi-
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