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An approach to support assessment of candidate MCMs and 
enhance outbreak prevention and control
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A W HO process for priorit izat ion of 

candidate vaccines by  an 

independent W HO Technical 

Advisory  Groups on candidate 

vaccine and treatments  

priorit izat ion

Decisions are informed by  outcomes 

of the priorit izat ion process on 

minimum number of candidate 

product doses required for research 

during outbreaks and that need to be 

available.

Ministries and researchers in 
affected countries are in the 

driving seat and integrated 
into the response. 
CORE protocols for v iral and 

bacterial families designed and 

approved in advance

A partnership model and signed 

agreements w ith Minist ries of 

Health and developers w ith 

access to MCMs considered, and 

a framew ork for insurance and 

liability  arrangements. 

Signed agreements w ith 

contributors; aimed at a simple 

approval process for releasing of 

funds and simplify ing financial 

report ing. 

6. Collaborative approach6
Including pathogen and trial ex perts, 

local researchers, and 

outbreak response teams to 

help adjust  and implement research 

as needed

To foster an open flexible collaborative 
mechanism that allows a variety of 

contributors
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17 countries at risk have joined the 
research preparedness efforts
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Angola, Congo, DRC, Ghana, 

Guinea, Equatorial Guinea, Ivory 

Coast,  Kenya, Liberia, Mali, 

Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone,       

South Africa, South Sudan, 
Tanzania, Uganda



MARVAC CONSORTIUM 4

MARVAC is a WHO-coordinated consortium to promote international 

collaboration for the development of MVD vaccines (and now other MCMs). 

This consortium includes shareholders from industry, nonprofit organizations, 

government, and academia to maximize its effectiveness (and importantly, 
researchers from countries at risk). 

This joint venture is supported by the following principles: 

(1) sharing of assays and reagents; 

(2) promoting access to laboratory networks in endemic countries; and 
(3) promoting support for development (and evaluation) of upcoming vaccine 

and therapeutic candidates.
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