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  Progress in SEAR-NBBD 
 

 

About 250 hospitals from 10 countries in the Region are currently registered with the NBBD Surveillance network 
and 115 hospitals from 7 countries are reporting online data on birth defects since 2014, in starting years, we gave 
financial support to the countries and now only one country is being partially, and one fully being supported 
financially, however technical and IT support is being provided to them all.  
     This surveillance network in collaboration with CDC-USA also provides the necessary training and monitoring 
required to run the system effectively.  

Capacity building in birth defects surveillance 

A series of training workshop at regional and country levels have been organized to build capacity of country 
teams in birth defects surveillance using the regional training manual and atlas. Subsequently. multiple refresher 
trainings have been offered to continuously improve the surveillance and data quality. 
Birth defects surveillance in the countries 
National trainings in birth defects surveillance have been undertaken in countries of the Region. Subsequently, 
multiple refresher trainings have also been supported in the network hospitals in the countries.  

SEAR-NBBD: Data Management  

WHO-SEARO has sustained the platform for the hospital-based database for online reporting of data on birth 
defects, stillbirths and newborns from enrolled hospitals in the SEAR countries. The database has been 
progressively improved and presently has no major challenges in terms of inputting data, storing and retrieving 
data. 



Capacity building in improving and maintaining quality of data in the NBBD Database has been undertaken. A 
system of verification of birth defects forms has been established with all forms being verified at hospital level by 
the hospital nodal person (First level verification). Second level verification is done online by the network 
coordinator at country level. The forms are checked for completeness and accuracy of all variables, description and 
ICD coding of birth defects. 
From the regional level the performance of network hospitals is regularly monitored, and alerts sent to improve 
performance. 
Regional level analysis of reported data is undertaken regularly and shared with stakeholders. Support is provided 
to build capacity for data analysis at country level and hospital level. 
WHO has supported the participating hospitals in presenting their experience with surveillance and data analysis in 
national and international conferences like International Conference on Birth Defects (ICBD). 

Regional meetings for reviewing progress in surveillance and programmes for prevention and care of 
birth defects 

Since 2013 WHO SEARO has supported organization of annual regional meetings under the agreement with CDC 
Atlanta to review progress in surveillance of birth defects, capacity building, experience sharing and planning 
actions for improvement and expansion. This has been very effective in sustain the efforts of birth defects 
surveillance, prevention and management in the Region. Country teams have learnt best practices and problem-
solving strategies from each other. Hands on training have been offered to country coordinators of birth defects 
surveillance during these meetings on monitoring performance of case reporting from hospitals, and data 
verification to maintain good quality of data. 

   

    

  Publications 
 

Therapeutics and COVID-19: living guideline  
The WHO Therapeutics and COVID-19: living guideline contains the Organization’s most up-to-date 
recommendations for the use of therapeutics in the treatment of COVID-19. The latest version of this 
living guideline is available in pdf format (via the ‘Download’ button) and via an online platform, and is 
updated regularly as new evidence emerges. 
Read full text 

 
 

Modelling the health impacts of disruptions to essential health services during COVID-19 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has a wide range of documented effects. It directly causes 
death and disability for some people infected. However, disruption to essential health services, 
resources allocated to mitigation and therefore away from essential health service delivery, and the 
overall impact on the economy and society must also be considered within the response to COVID-19. 
Understanding the magnitude of all of these effects is an essential part of developing mitigation 
polices. 

Read full text 
Covid-19 Vaccines: safety surveillance manual. Module on safety surveillance of COVID-19 
vaccines in pregnant and breastfeeding women 
The module provides an overview of factors to consider when monitoring the safety of COVID-19 
vaccines administered to pregnant and breastfeeding women. It describes how national routine AEFI 
surveillance should be adapted to cater for this specific group of population using both passive and 
active surveillance methods. Specific considerations and limitations of each method are provided as 
well as tools for implementation. 

Read full text 
COVID-19 Research and Innovation Achievements 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/342368/WHO-2019-nCoV-therapeutics-2021.2-eng.pdf
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/nBkO1E
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-therapeutics-2021.2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027695
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-RPQ-PVG-2021.1


This report provides a summary of global research initiatives and achievements to tackle COVID-19 
agreed at the outset of the pandemic. 

Within a few weeks of declaring COVID-19 to be a public health emergency of international concern 
(PHEIC), WHO published a coordinated global research roadmap, identifying the knowledge gaps the 
world urgently needed scientists to fill to find solutions to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. Fourteen 
months later, research on most of the knowledge gaps has been initiated, is progressing and has 
provided answers to several of the knowledge gaps identified in the roadmap. Most notably, 

Research and Development (R&D) has delivered safe and efficacious COVID-19 vaccines at an unprecedented 
speed.. 
Read full text 

   

  Recent Articles 
 

• Vertical transmission of SARS-CoV-2: A prospective cross-sectional study from a tertiary center 
• Potential risk of brain damage and poor developmental outcomes in children prenatally 

exposed to SARS-COV-2: a systematic review.  
• Counting stillbirths and COVID 19—there has never been a more urgent time 
• Increase of stillbirth and decrease of late preterm infants during the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown 
• Possible vertical transmission and antibodies against SARS-CoV-2 among infants born to mothers with 

COVID-19: A living systematic review 
• Impact of Coronavirus Diseases-2019 (COVID-19) on Utilization and Outcome of Reproductive, 

Maternal, and Newborn Health Services at Governmental Health Facilities in South West Ethiopia, 2020: 
Comparative Cross-Sectional Study 

• Potential health benefits of sustained air quality improvements in New York City: A simulation based on 
air pollution levels during the COVID-19 shutdown 

• Birth Location and Timing of Surgical Center ICU Admission in Infants with Prenatally Diagnosed 
Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome: A Report from the National Pediatric Cardiology Quality Improvement 
Collaborative 

  

  Multimedia center 
 
COVID-19: variants 

The same protective measures   How fast #COVID19 is spreading   Low risk is not no risk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Upcoming Meetings/ Events 
   
 International Conference on Emergency Medicine and Acute Care 
     26-27 July 2021 
     London, United Kingdom 
     Click for more information 

  

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-research-and-innovation-achievements
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34081331/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34076204/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34076204/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30456-3/fulltext
https://fn.bmj.com/content/106/4/456.abstract
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jmv.26622
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jmv.26622
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8141395/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8141395/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8141395/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0013935120314523
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0013935120314523
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/147/3_MeetingAbstract/395
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/147/3_MeetingAbstract/395
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/147/3_MeetingAbstract/395
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/covid-19/information/covid-19-variants
https://waset.org/emergency-medicine-and-acute-care-conference-in-july-2021-in-london
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide25bc41a41-6ec2-43e5-9df8-697d8b2d5809.jpg?sfvrsn=26b5114d_5
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide353ed8000-7bc6-4f01-b8c9-554e7242faf8.jpg?sfvrsn=6817d018_5
https://www.who.int/images/default-source/wpro/health-topic/covid-19/slide540dabb65-b466-4413-84cd-459d4278c0be.jpg?sfvrsn=983fa4ff_5
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-research-and-innovation-achievements


 World Congress of Epidemiology WCE 2020 
     3-6 September 2021 
     Melbourne, Australia 
     Click for more information  

 

 47th ICBDSR Annual Meeting 2020 
     October 2021 
     Bologna, Italy 
     Click for more information 

  
 Driving Change in Stillbirths, SIDS, and Infants deaths 
     11-12 Nov, 2021 
     Brisbane, Australia 
     Click for more information 

 

 International Conference on Fetal and Neonatal Medicine 
     16-17 December 2021 
     Barcelona, Spain 
     Click for more information 
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https://wce2020.org/
http://www.icbdsr.org/47th-icbdsr-annual-meeting-2020/
https://web.cvent.com/event/8b091c09-d138-44ed-924d-c3b66c6a9307/websitePage:5651131c-f078-4f88-98f4-138bae57c053
https://waset.org/fetal-and-neonatal-medicine-conference-in-december-2021-in-barcelona
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/child_adolescent/nbbd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/child_adolescent/nbbd/en/
mailto:whoccnewborn@gmail.com
http://listserv.who.int/scripts/wa.exe?SUBED1=SEARNET_NBBDSURV&A=1

