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Case Study

Yesterday, a 50-year-old woman with severe respiratory 
illness was admitted to the hospital we work at. Testing has 

just (November 5th) come back positive for MERS-CoV. 
Appropriate infection prevention and control (IPC) 

measures are immediately implemented as per standard 
procedure.

Myself (a clinician) and you (another clinician), as well as an 
IPC specialist and an epidemiologist, want to use this 

opportunity to better understand risk factors for 
transmission of MERS-CoV in healthcare settings.
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 Modify language – reflect an operational protocol rather than a guidance

 Adjust for your context

 Remove irrelevant sections & add required sections or further methods of interest

Protocol 
structure and 

adaptation



Is it up-to-date?
Add current situation, regional details
Objectives to add or remove?

Specify actual setting, timing, population, estimated 
number of persons, laboratory tests being used, etcetera 

Adapt ‘ideal’ methods to situation (e.g. retrospective aspects) 

This section contains guidance. Use finalized study methods 
to create a detailed statistical analysis plan with a trained 
statistician and/or epidemiologist – prior to the study start!

Protocol 
structure and 

adaptation



Use prompts and ideas in 
this section to create a 
dissemination plan

Based on finalized study plan, who else is 
needed on the team?

Include collaborators (e.g. statisticians) from earliest 
stages 

Add and/or remove questions as per 
final study objectives (and feasibility, 
appropriateness)

Adapt response options to local context

Protocol 
structure and 

adaptation
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In this study, 10ml of blood will be collected for each HCW participant at Day 1 (Nov 6th 

for those in the initial study branch and the first day of any new study branch) of the 
study as well as on Day 21 (Nov 27th, and subsequent ‘Day 21’ dates for further study 
branches). The serological assay being used is Euroimmun. To add more details later.

Serum samples will be processed immediately; if not possible, they will be stored at a 
temperature of 2 to 8°C for no more than 48 hours. Positive nasopharyngeal and 
oropharyngeal swabs will be sent to XXX? for genome sequencing. 

November 6th and Day 1 of future study branches

will within 24 hours

will at

(Nov 27*)

* and Day 21 of any further study branches

Confirm 
highlighted points 
with Julie in lab 

asap
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Country 1
Country 2
Other (specify) _______________
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External support – within country, international
- Data pooling (e.g. case control study)
- Contact WHO (MERSHQ@who.int) to inquire about support with genomic 

analysis and other laboratory support, data sharing, and statistical support

Linked Investigations
- Check for other MERS Unity Study protocols
- Example: Protocol 2 (Case-control investigation) and Protocol 4 (Environmental sampling) 

would compliment Protocol 3 (Health and care worker cohort investigation)

Reproduction of materials
- See copyright details on the second page (ii) of each protocol

Other considerations for 
protocol use

mailto:MERSHQ@who.int
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