
Ship Sanitation Inspection and Issuance of 

Ship Sanitation Certificate

Issuance of a Ship Sanitation Certificates



Learning Content

⚫ Ship Sanitation Certificate and IHR

⚫ The WHO Handbook for Isuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates

⚫ Control and Exemption Certificate

⚫ Completion of Ship Sanitation Certificates

⚫ Evidence Report Form

⚫ Extension of Ship Sanitation Certificates



Ship Sanitation Certificates

⚫ SSC are issued in acoordance with to IHR ‘Article 39’ and ‘Annex-3’

⚫ It is a useful tool for public health risk assessment on board ships

⚫ SSC provide a globally standardized inspection process.

⚫ An instrument to minimize the risk of international spread of disease

⚫ A common way to communicate among ports on public health events

⚫ Promote public health protection while avoiding unnecessary interference with
international traffic and trade



Ship Sanitation Certificates

⚫ The SSC applies to all ships in international voyage (inland or seaports).

⚫ SSC issued by authorized ports according to their authorization.

⚫ An obligation for the Master/Captain to provide a valid SSC on board.

⚫ A right of a State Party to require it by default or only when there is a public 
health risk detected.

⚫ Valid for 6 months and may be extended 1 month.



Model Ship Sanitation Certificate (IHR Annex 3)

Model Ship Sanitation Certificate

Attachement to Ship Sanitation Certificate



WHO Handbook

⚫ Reference material for port 

health officers

⚫ Guidance for:
▪ Performing the inspection

▪ Completing the certificates

▪ Applying public health measures

⚫ It can be used along with:

▪ Guide to Ship Sanitation

▪ International Medical Guide for Ships

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/handbook-for-

inspection-of-ships-and-issuance-of-ship-sanitation-

certificates

PART A: INSPECTION SYSTEM 

REQUIREMENTS

PART B: CHECK LISTS FOR 

SHIP INSPECTION



Part B: Check lists for Ship Inspection

Evidence found and
document reviewed

Required

Recommended

Control measures and
corrective actions

Code of the
areas

▪ Public health best practices
▪ Preventive measures
▪ To be followed by the crew

▪ Founded in existing 
international regulations

▪ Serious and direct danger
▪ To be adopted immediately



Motivation for Issuing SSC

Issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates

Ship requests a 
new certificate

Re-inspection
or unannounced

inspection

Signs or 
symptoms of a 
possible public 

health risk
reported

What is the motivation?

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3



Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate

Used when no evidence of 
a public health risk is found
on board, and competent
authority is satisfied that the 
ship is free of infection and 
contamination, including
vectors and reservoirs.



▪ Used when evidence of a public health risk, including sources of infection 
and contamination, is detected on board.

▪ After required control measures have been satisfactorily completed. 

Ship Sanitation Control Certificate (SSCC)

If necessary, 

“Evidence Report Form” 

can be attached.



Types of Ship Sanitation Certificates

1. No evidence of a public 

health risk is found on 

board 

EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE CONTROL CERTIFICATE

1. Evidence of a public health

risk on board ship

2. Control measures have been 

satisfactorily completed

Public health risk: A likelihood of an event that may affect adversely the health of human populations, with an 

emphasis on one which may spread internationally or may present a serious and direct danger”.



Ship Sanitation Control Certificate

Example of Ship

Sanitation Control 

Certificate



Ship Sanitation Control Certificate

The Second Page of  

Ship Sanitation Control 

Certificate



Completion of Ship Sanitation Certificate

⚫ SSC must be issued only after complete inspection of ships.

⚫ Strike through the non-applicable certificate in the heading.

⚫ Choose the applicable table (left for exemption, left and right for control)

⚫ Complete every box in all the columns.

⚫ Write legibly and use wording from the checklists of the Handbook.

⚫ Sign (identifying the inspecting officer) and stamp the certificate.

⚫ Ensure that English is at least one of the languages on the certificate.



Completion of Ship Sanitation Certificate

• NAAreas not applicable 

• Partially inspectedIf you inspect an area partially

• None or Nil No evidence of public health risk

• Yes-see attachementEvidence of public health risk

• Sample results pendingIf sample results are not yet 
available



Evidence Report Form (ERF)

⚫ 2 key purposes:

– Attached to the new SSC you issue,

where there is not enough space

– Attached to an existing valid SSC,

where evidence of risks are found and a 

full inspection is not possible



Completion of Evidence Report Form

Sign and stamp 
here 

Use code from 
the Handbook

Information of SSC to 
which ERF is attached

ERF Must clearly cross 
reference to the SSC

Clearly state
evidence found

Leave this column empty

for the next re-inspection

Where measure successfully

completed new Inspecting

authority stamps and signs this

column

Clearly state
control measures

Draw lines between entries



Evidence Report Form (ERF)



Extension of SSC

⚫ When inspection or control measures cannot be carried out
and if there is no evidence of infection or contamination.

⚫ Allows a ship to reach a port at which the inspection can be 
performed.

⚫ Only valid certificates can be extended.

⚫ Extension start from the expiry date of the existing certificate

⚫ Using of an ‘extension stamp’ on SSC

Validity of SSC can be extended for up to a maximum of 30 days



Inspection - Lessons Learned

⚫ Invalid Ship Sanitation Certificates

– Unauthorized ports/companies issue SSC

– Extention of expired SSC

– Old deratting certificate (IHR 1969) still being issued

– Using different model of SSC (Annex 3) 

⚫ Lack of necessary information on SSC

– Type of SSC not specified

– Missing stamp, ERF, name of port, ship information, date of issuance

⚫ Lack of knowledge about IHR, ship inspection and SSC



THANK YOU
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