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International Health Regulations (2005)

Amended
2014
2022
2024

Amended
1973
1981

Purpose and Scope: to prevent, prepare for, protect against, control and provide a public health response to the 
international spread of disease in ways that are commensurate with and restricted to public health risk and which 
avoid unnecessary interference with international traffic and trade

The IHR 2024 
amendments 
entry into force 
on Sep 2025
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Ship Sanitation Certificates – Legal Framework

The IHR Art 20.2, 20.3

❖Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificates and Ship Sanitation Control Certificates are issued in 
accordance with the requirements in Article 39 and the model provided in Annex 3.

❖State Parties shall send to WHO list of ports authorised to issue SSC

✓Ship Sanitation Control Certificate – SSCC  and provisions of services Annexes I and III

✓Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate –SSCEC

✓Extension of Ship Sanitation Certificates 

✓Inform any changes which may occur to the status of the listed ports

✓ Article 27 Affected conveyances - If a valid Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate or Ship 
Sanitation Control Certificate, not produced, or evidence of a public health risk is found on board a 
ship
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The IHR Article 39 Ship sanitation certificates

• Ships required to renew certificate every six months

• Standardized inspection process:

–New and renew of certificate issued only after a full inspection of a ship

–Not limited to presence of rodents, but cover all health hazards onboard

• A standardized way to record and communicate events and measures taken on board:

–Any evidence of public health risks detected, and measures applied should be 
documented in the SSCC

Ship Sanitation Certificates
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Types of certificate 

Ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificate (SSCEC) :

• Used when no evidence of a public health risk is found on board, and. Competent 
authority is satisfied that the ship is free of infection and contamination, including 
vectors and reservoirs.

Ship Sanitation Control Certificate (SSCC) :  

• Used when evidence of a public health risk, including sources of infection and 
contamination, is detected on board and after required control measures have 
been satisfactorily completed. 
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Extension of Ship Sanitation Certificates (SSC) 

• Extends the validity of SSECC/SSCC for up to one month

• Issued when inspection or control measures cannot be carried out

• Ship may travel to a port where inspection/control measures can be carried out  

• Stamp the existing SSC certificate

Extension of SSC
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Article 24 Conveyance operators
Annex 4 Technical requirements pertaining to conveyances and conveyance operators

7
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Article 37 Ship Declaration of Health   
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Article 22 Role of competent authorities
Annex 1B CORE CAPACITIES REQUIREMENTS for PoE
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WHO SSC Training 

WHO F2F Training for Ship Inspection and 
Issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates

• Training 
tookits
(elearning
+F2F)

• Pool of 
Experts

• Training 
institutions

• Training 
Opportunities
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WHO Learning Program for SSC 

https://extranet.who.int/hslp/traini
ng/course/index.php?categoryid=24
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Overview of SSC Online Training Enrollment  
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• The SSC applies to all ships in international voyage (inland navigation or seaports)

• Entry into force since June 15th 2007, replacing all derrating certificates after Dec.15th 
2007

• An obligation for the Master/Captain to provide a valid SSC on board

• SSC should be issued after a full assessment of the sanitary conditions on board

❖according to model provided in IHR annex 3,

❖issued by authorized ports and 

❖valid for 6 months, with a possible 30- days extension in specific circumstances

Ship Sanitation Certificates (Takeaway messages )
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Thank you !

Minimizing health risks at airports, ports and ground crossings

Travel and health

https://www.who.int/activities/minimizing-health-risks-at-airports-ports-and-ground-crossings
https://www.who.int/health-topics/travel-and-health/#tab=tab_1
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