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⚫ North African country

⚫ Population : 37 millions 

⚫ Surface area : 446,550 km²

⚫ Bordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the North 
and the Atlantic Ocean to the West

⚫ Official language : Arabic and Tamazight 
(Berber) 

⚫ French is the second language and Spanish is 
also spoken in the north of the country

⚫ Among the top 20 tourist destinations in the 
world

WHO Information Network for Epidemics (EPI-WIN)

Kingdom of Morocco



⚫ Two maritime facades 
(Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean) 3411 km of coastline

⚫ 40 ports distributed according to 
their typology as follows:

⚫ 12 multipurpose ports open to 
international trade

⚫ 21 fishing ports

⚫ 6 marinas

Moroccan Ports 

12 Authorised ports in 

accordance with the 

IHR List  by WHO 

Tanger-Med  
Port 



Authorised port in Morocco 
to issue Ship Sanitation Certificat



• The SSC is issued by the Health Border 
Control Service  under the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection

• Moroccan ports authorized to issue 
SSC are those officially published in 
the “ IHR List of Authorized ports to 
issue Ship Sanitation Certificates of 
WHO”

• the National Manual of border health 
control procedures as reference 
documents to issue the SSC 

Overview of the ship inspection system 
and the issuance of SSC in Morocco (1)



⚫ issuance of ship Sanitation Control Exemption Certificates 

, Ship Sanitation Control Certificates and extension in 

accordance with the requirements in Article 39 and the 

model provided in Annex 3 of IHR (2005) 

⚫ Using the WHO “Handbook for Inspection of Ships and 

Issuance of Ship Sanitation Certificates ”

Overview of the ship inspection system and the 
issuance of SSC in Morocco (2)



A global logistics gateway located on 
the Strait of Gibraltar 

⚫ The port complex includes  :

– Tangier Med 1, comprises 
two containers terminals, a 
railway terminal, an oil 
terminal, a general cargo 
terminal and a vehicle 
terminal

– Tangier Med 2, which 
comprises two container 
terminals

– Passenger terminal

⚫ Connected to more than 180 ports 
worldwide and 70 countries in the 5 
continents through several shipping 
companies

⚫ Processing capacity of 11 millions 
containers, 3,22 millions 
passengers, 535,203TIR Trucks 
trafic and 1 million vehicles.

Tanger-Med Port 
Complex  



• Capacities for Surveillance 
and ResponseAnnex 1A 

• Capacities at designated 
entry points

• Permanent for 
monitoring and control

• To deal with events that 
may constitute a PHEIC : 
Intervention plan +++

ANNEX 1B



Capacities in Tangier Med Port
to issue Ship Sanitation Certificate

Tanger -Med issues 
all type of SSC

• Regulatory framework

•  SSC issuance procedures

• Communication procedures

• Electronic register for issuing SSC 
and monitoring compliance for 
regular ship’s

• Qualified and trained inspector 
officer 

• Inspection equipment & logistical 
means

• Means of communication on board 
and ashore 

• Access to the laboratory

• Regular training  



Significant experience in this field:

• Vector control plan

• Entomological surveillance

• Specimen samples sent

regularly for confirmation

to the National Reference 

Laboratory

Tanger-Med experience 
vector control



After traing with WHO, the 
Health Border Control 
Service Tanger-Med 
conducts to do the control
according to the new
knowledge acquired for
engineer room , which is
considered complex and
high-risk.

Tanger Med experience 
Engine Room

Required capabilities 



• Data base register for SSC 

• Followed by regular ships after the 
issuance of SSC (those with 
recommendations) 

• Sharing and discussing complex 
cases with the team and 
developing internal procedures for 
each past critical case 

• Coordination with captains to 
obtain responses and corrective 
actions regarding 
recommendations issued by the 
BHCS, communicated by email

Best practices

Before

After 



Training Programme 

SSC training 
programme

Organism Category of training 

2014 WHO International 

2019 WHO National 

2022 WHO International 

202 3 WHO National 

2024 WHO National 



Procedure of issuance 
Ship Sanitation Certificates

Tanger-Med Port  



Request for Ship sanitation certificates by the ship by e-mail 48 hours 

or more before arrival in the port 

Port 
Authority

Maritime 
Agent

Border  Health Control 

Service

Inspection of the ship by the 

BHCS to issue of certificate.

Contact with agent to inform the ship 

to  prepare the requested documents 

and to confirm the scheduled  day 

and time of the inspection

SSC Request 
Communication Plan 



Général roules : 

⚫ Submission of document before 

the ship’s arrival to the berth ( 

first evaluation and 

assessement ) 

⚫ Autorization of the ship to enter 

the port with scheduling  of the 

inspection time  

⚫ Standard BHCS form completed 
and signed by the ship’s captain 
on board to validate the request 
before strat inspection 

⚫ After the inspection, a meeting with 
the team to note the  anomalies. 

⚫ The team leader gives the 
prescribed recommendations to the 
captain 

⚫ Preparation for issuance of the 
Ship Sanitation Certificate to the 
master 

Administrative formalities 

Before birthing the ship 

Administrative formalities  

on bord the ship’s 



Model of Ship Sanitation 
Certificate

The model is accordance with 

IHR (2005) 



Ship Sanitation Inspection Report 
Model 



Reviw the issurance of ship sanitation 

certificats at the port of Tangier-Med

The issuance of SSC in Tanger-Med port 
has increased, driven by higher trafic 
and new shippinf lines 



• Allocation of time to prepare for the
inspection (usually insufficient)

• Use of technology in the inspection of 
the areas that are difficult to access

• Absence of radioactivity control
measures

• Continuous training should be
reinforced in accordance with the
weaknesses identified.

Challenges 
many challenges still remain



Thank you
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