
Ship Sanitation Inspection and Issuance of 

Ship Sanitation Certificate

WHO IHR list of authorized ports
Sara Barragán Montes​

Technical Officer, Border Health and Points of Entry

Borders, Mass Gatherings and Health Protection Measures Unit

Health Emergency Preparedness Department

WHO Health Emergencies Programme



Outline

⚫ Legal requirement – IHR provision 

⚫ IHR list of authorized ports:

– Scope and objective

– How to access information on authorized ports in all States Parties

– How to update information on authorized ports in your State Party

⚫ Invalid certificates 



Legal requirement – IHR provision

• Article 20 – Airports and ports – paragraph 3 :



IHR list of authorized ports– scope and objective

• Ship sanitation certificates (SSCs) are the globally recognized tool that promotes common public 

health standards onboard ships

• SSCs provide a common way to register and communicate across ports and among all 

stakeholders involved, any public health risks found onboard, and control measures applied

• They contribute to minimizing the risk of international spread of diseases via maritime traffic

• Only SSCs issued by ports authorized by national health authorities are considered valid – this 

information is collected and regularly updated in the IHR list of authorized ports  



IHR list of authorized ports – how to access

• Through the WHO webpage: https://www.who.int/activities/minimizing-health-risks-at-airports-

ports-and-ground-crossings 

Scroll down
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IHR list of authorized ports – how to access

• Through the direct link: https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/public/en 

https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/public/en


IHR list of authorized ports – how to access

• Through the direct link: https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/public/en 

https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/public/en


IHR list of authorized ports – how to update

• All National IHR Focal Points have 

access to the web interface: 

https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/da

ta_entry/en 

• The web interface allows to:

• Keep up to date with the information on the 

ports within the territory of your State Party

• Delegate data management to a different 

focal point

https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/data_entry/en
https://extranet.who.int/ihr/poedata/data_entry/en


IHR list of authorized ports – how to update

Dashboard: overview of ports authorized to 

issue SSCs

POE management: manage port-specific 

information

Group and user management: group-specific 

ports and delegate their data management 

Modifications pending approval: if port data 

management is delegated, this section 

enables following progress on updates



Invalid certificates

⚫ The Border Health team at WHO HQ regularly collects information on invalid SSCs shared by 

border health authorities globally

⚫ WHO, through its Regional and Country Offices, shares this information with the concerned 

States Parties on a quarterly to rectify the situation 

⚫ For any support in updating the IHR list of authorized ports, please contact ihrpag@who.int 

mailto:ihrpag@who.int


THANK YOU
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