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Guidelines on task sharing in safe abortion 
and family planning 

https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/en/
https://srhr.org/safeabortion/

https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/en/
https://srhr.org/safeabortion/
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Context and caveats 

❑ Linked with WHO clinical recommendations 

❑ Planned, regulated expansion of roles within a health systems context –
monitoring, mentoring, referral.

❑ Training  

❑ Options are about being 'inclusive' and not about excluding more 
specialist providers.

❑ High and low resource settings

❑ Applicable across a range of legal contexts
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Based on large body of evidence

Recommendations considered safety, effectiveness, feasibility,  access, applicability, 
resource use considerations

E.g. Evidence base for task sharing in safe abortion care  
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Health worker 

“All people engaged in actions whose primary intent is 
to enhance health. This includes physicians, nurses and 
midwives, but also laboratory technicians, public health 
professionals, community health workers, pharmacists, 
and all other support workers whose main function 
relates to delivering preventive, promotive or curative 
health services”  WHO 2006, 2013
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Management of abortion and post-abortion care in the first trimester
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Management of abortion and post-abortion care beyond 12 weeks
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Health worker roles in the provision of Family Planning
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Role of self-management approaches

Where women have access to information and to back up 
health provider should they need or want it

Self administration of injectable 
contraception
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From Recommendations to Reality 

❑ The support and mentoring of professional bodies and of the OBGYN 
community

❑ Moving towards primary care level 

❑ Power imbalances, gender dynamics, health worker workloads, 
conscientious objection

❑ Small scale efforts vs. going to scale  

❑ Regulatory barriers

❑ Supplies and commodities
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