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Challenges
faced during
lock-down
period of
COVID-19

School
Children



Developed videos and disseminated via mass media and social media during locked
down period in all 3 languages

Messages on - parenting during COVID
- Over come the challenges during COVID
- Availability of services for adolescents
- How to overcome the loneliness

- Importance of sleep
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Preparedness for re-opening
s Develop SOP s (3 languages) on prevention and control the infection within
school premises
School re-opening guide
Ministry of Health

Comprehensive guide

Ministry of Education
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Supportive SOP s developed by Ministry of Health in parallel with MOE

-Guideline for transport of school children and staff

- Guiding and monitoring the of mid day meal programme distributed as dry rations to the

needy children
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M. NHM. Chitranasda,

SecresaryMinisery of Education,

for tramsport of schoul children during COVID-17 outbreak sitwation

B was sggested t0 prepare & sfe school trasportation guide during the discussion with the
edwcation sector on lsues pelited 1 Implomonestion process of school ro-upening chaired by D

Anil Jasinghe - Director General of Health Services on the 26 May 2020, (Minutes mtached)

Thee key inms for sehool

» Tramsport fcilities for school childres, should be arranged. malntaining the plysical
distamcing mensures, ‘The miimam nember of suderts per vohick should be equal o the
mumber of sears in the vehlcle. No one shoubd be standing while ravelling. Jumping seas
should ke removed if svailable as it would be contaminated repeated]y.

»  Ifachild is having respimtory sympioms, they should net allowed to enler the vebicle

e Vekiches should be closned and dismfected (the weuts, all handles, interior door pasel
windows, locks, exterlor door handies, poles, exc.) befor transport of passengers to prevent
possible croas contumination.

« Tramsport methods should be idestified for all shdents; “SisuSariya™ transport fcilites
shoukd be further strengthened. (one bus for one or two schools covering the mais bus
rouses)

® I is helter if one school van |s sllocsiod 1o wassport stadents of muimum three schools; this
would prevent spreading of infoction o & lnger sumber, If somebody gets infecssd with
COVID-19 as well a3 easier for contact tracing.

*  Saudents showld try to sit on the same place every day 1o minimize contamination
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+** Series of media campaigns and short video clips developed .
- on good health practices to be adopted
- with the support of INGOs and NGOs

e/t StJohn
\ Sri Lanka

& 3

COLOMBO DISTRICT - CENTRAL

Ministry of Health Family Health Bureau
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Implementation of the guidelines

Health promoting school committees (HPSC)at provincial, zonal &
divisional level were given the task of implementation of re-opening

of schools based on the national guidelines

Awareness programmes for school principals by District and Divisional

Health Staff(Covid-19, Dengue)

National

Provincial
H.P.S.C

Zonal
H.P.S.C.

Divisional
H.P.S.C.

School
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Main infection prevention and control
measures addressed at school

* Adoption of physical distancing -
e traveling to school,
* teaching and learning process

* Facilitate hand washing

* Maintain the respiratory etiquette

* Maintain the cleanliness of the places where risk of contamination
with respiratory droplets and body fluids




GOSL

Resources for development of preventive and control activities in

school reopening
\‘
%
-
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Monitoring of the School reopening process

" Health promoting school committees at provincial, zonal Nanona
level were given the task of monitoring the activities

related to reopening of schools by the guidelines apse

School

* Adequacy of infra structure facilities to maintain
basic IPC measures of each school assessed by
Medical Officer/PHI using the check list prior to re-opening




11thMarch 2020

12thMarch

17thMarch

215t April

Reopening
of schools in a
phased manner

Reopening
of schools grade
5'grade 11 and A/L
Section

06t July

13t july -
27 July
Re-closure of
schools due to
appearance of new
cluster of cases in
rehabilitation
centre

10 th August

NEW NORMAL
LIFESTYLE ‘

.‘&5 Q

15




School opening in phased manner

STEP ONE:
29 th June — Schools opened for teachers and other staff only for preparedness

06 th July —Schools opened for children giving priority to students expecting to sit for
GCE O/L and GCE A/L and year 5 scholarship.

STEP TWO: 10" August 2020 \
Year 1and 6 - Monday only :,,J
Year 2and 7 - Tuesday only I

Year 3and 8 - Wednesday only 7.30am-1.30pm
Year 4and 9 - Thursday and Friday
Year 5 - Every day |
Year 10,11,12,13 Everyday 7.30am-3.30pm

YET, THERE WERE MANY CHALLENGES
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Challenges after reopening of school

Adopting to the IPC practices of new normal phase of Covid-19
Difficulty in scheduling the main Gov. examinations
Difficulties in attending group activities
Physical activities
Subject related activities
Laboratory practicals
Extra curricular activities
Canteens are not opened in schools yet
Different school closing times for different grades
More children found to be overweight and underweight as well



Outline of school sé“?%n
reopening process €5 €
3 B o

Schools
opened for
students

STEP

W

04
STEP
03
STEP Infrastructure
02 Development
STEP Preparation of

01 Guideline & SOP
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Factors contributed for success

Policy decisions taken at a committee chaired by HE the president.
Preventive measures carried out under Quarantine act.
Presence of already established system of health promoting school programme

Gfoad clorznmunication & collaboration between Ministry of Education & Ministry
of Healt

SOIC_)d public health system supported by intelligence services, Tri-forces and
olice.

All the available resources diverted towards control and preventive measures of
COVID infection

Government and well wishers support in provision of financial and other support
to needy families.

Continuation of academic activities as much as possible.



Things that should not have been done

* Lack of consistency in health messages delivered by different
agencies

e Violation of IPC measures in few occasions



Way forward..........

* Schools have opened for all the secondary school students (grade 6-
13 )successfully from today

 And we hope this is a great achievement of Sri Lanka following
successful contrpl of COVID Pa_ndemic situation
: EQy .:-'; ?f:&l" < ..
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