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Need for a National MPI

• Maldives performing well in global MPI (multidimensional 

poverty <1%) – indicators not relevant for national context

• Many countries are moving towards building a national 

MPI

• A national MPI is needed to measure the acute 

deprivation the population faces in different aspects with 

regard to accessing services, education, living condition, 

etc.

• In partnership with UNICEF Maldives and OPHI, work on 

national MPI was initiated in 2017
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Road to MPI

Presentation 
of the results 
to key policy 

makers
- Nov 2019

Cabinet’s 
approval of a 

multidimensional 
poverty measure 

for Maldives
- Dec 2019

Launch of 
national MPI 

poverty 
measure for 

Maldives-
June 2020

Use of MPI as 
a policy tool 
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Adoption of MPI as a national poverty 
measure
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Launch of MPI
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Need for a vulnerability measure at times 
of COVID-19

• The closure of border has affected the tourism industry 

and those lives associated
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Source: Ministry of Finance, April 2021US $ 1 = MVR 15.47



Need for a vulnerability measure at times 
of COVID-19

• Recent Household Income and Expenditure Survey(HIES) 

2019 avails much needed information on employment

• Following the release of MPI in 2020, the need to measure 

the overall vulnerability exacerbated through the 

pandemic was felt by the government

• As a joint effort of government and UNICEF, proposed to 

measure Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI)
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Progress on MVI

• National Bureau of Statistics(NBS) has taken lead in this 

initiative.

• Consultative process carried out with relevant agencies

• Careful consideration was also given to select indicators that 

would reflect the current COVID-19 context in the country
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Indicators for MVI
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Multidimensional Vulnerability Index

Dimension N. Indicator Deprivation cut-off Weight
A household and all its members are deprived if  …

Education

1.1 Years of  schooling no member (15 years and above) has completed 10 years of  schooling 10.0%

1.2 Access to internet
the household  does not have access to internet or IT assets (computer, 

laptop/ tablet)
10.0%

Employment

2.1
Youth not in education, employment or 

training (NEET)

any youth (18-35 years) is not engaged in education, employment or 

training
10.0%

2.2
No formal and no employment in the 

household
no member is employed in a formal job or is not working for income 10.0%

Health

3.1 Chronic condition the household has more than 1 member with a chronic health condition 10.0%

3.2 Hospital admittance
the household  has more than 1 member admitted in the hospital in the 

past 12 months
10.0%

Housing

4.1 Overcrowding the household has more than 3 persons per sleeping room 10.0%

4.2 Quality of  housing
the quality of  housing is of  basic (old, very basic furniture, repairs needed) 

or has bad housing material for either roof, floor, walls
10.0%

Basic services

5.1 Access to sanitation

the household does not have access to sewerage system established by the 

govt OR shares the toilet (even within established system) with another 

household

10.0%

5.2 Safe drinking water the household does not use safe drinking water 10.0%



Timeline for MVI

• Consultation with stakeholders- March 2021

• Results and preparing policy brief –April 2021

• Policy session- End of April 2021

• Consecutive sessions with National Recovery team- May-

June 2021
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