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Executive Director of the Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) Access Team, a position she has held since 2025. In this role, she 

leads work to improve access to essential medical products, including vaccines, diagnostics, and therapeutics such as 

antibiotics. She joined MSF in 2003 as a medical doctor and subsequently worked across multiple field missions, serving in 

roles including Project Coordinator, Medical Coordinator, and Emergency Coordinator. In 2008, she joined MSF’s Operational 

Centre Geneva (OCG), where she first served as Deputy Programme Manager and later as Programme Manager for Cell 2, 

overseeing a diverse portfolio of countries including Kenya, Somalia, Myanmar, Haiti, Djibouti, the Philippines, Chad, and 

Kyrgyzstan. From 2014 to 2018, she served as MSF OCG’s Operations Health Coordinator, where she contributed to the 

development of the organization’s medical and operational strategies. In 2018, she worked as OCG’s Deputy Operations 

Director and was appointed as Medical Director in 2019. She obtained her MD degree from Universidad Complutense de 

Madrid in 1994, followed by a Master’s degree in Tropical Medicine and International Health from Universitat de Barcelona in 

2001, and an International Diploma in Humanitarian Assistance from Fordham University, New York City, in 2009. Her 

extensive field and leadership experience spans humanitarian medicine, emergency response, and equitable access to 

medical care.  

 

Priscilla Rupali 

Christian Medical College, Vellore, India 

Priscilla Rupali is an infectious disease specialist, currently serving as Senior Professor and Head of the Department of 

Infectious Diseases at Christian Medical College (CMC) Vellore, Tamil Nadu, India. Her expertise spans antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR) and antimicrobial stewardship, tropical medicine, fever of unknown origin and acute febrile illnesses, HIV, 

and transplant infectious diseases. She has pioneered and contributed to several training courses, including an annual 

course in Clinical Tropical Medicine and a Fellowship in General Infectious Diseases and Antimicrobial Stewardship at CMC 

Vellore and the Global Health and Humanitarian Medicine programme with Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). She founded 

India’s Transplant Infectious Diseases Conference and was a founding member of the country’s first evidence-based living 

guideline on COVID-19 interventions, developed with the Clinical Infectious Diseases Society of India (CIDS). She worked as a 

methodologist for the WHO guidelines on cystic echinococcosis (2025) and as evidence synthesis team lead for the WHO 

guidelines on meningitis diagnosis, treatment and care (2025). She has authored over 175 publications to date. She 

completed her postgraduate training in Internal Medicine in 1999 at The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University. She 

subsequently trained as an Infectious Diseases fellow at Auckland City Hospital, New Zealand (2006-2007), followed by a 

Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene from Universidad Cayetano Heredia, Lima, Peru (2008), affiliated with the 

University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), and a Fellowship in Transplant Infectious Diseases at Henry Ford Hospital, 

Detroit, Michigan (2013-2014). 

 

Mwimanenwa Sabuni 

University Teaching Hospitals, Lusaka, Zambia 



Mwimanenwa Sabuni is an internal medicine physician based in Lusaka, Zambia, where he works at the University Teaching 

Hospitals (UTH), the country’s largest referral hospital. In his clinical role, he manages complex infectious diseases and 

contributes to clinical teaching and mentorship within the department, across the hospital, and nationally. He has frontline 

experience in outbreak response, having served as a Case Management Officer during Zambia’s 2023 and 2025 cholera 

outbreaks. He subsequently contributed to both the national and global cholera task forces under the case management 

pillar, playing a key role in strengthening outbreak preparedness and response efforts, including guideline development on 

cholera vaccine and chemoprophylaxis. His areas of expertise include antimicrobial stewardship, tropical diseases, HIV and 

tuberculosis. He is currently conducting research on HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) in Zambia. He holds a Bachelor of 

Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBChB) from the University of Zambia and a Master of Medicine (MMed) in Internal 

Medicine. He is currently serving as a final-year Infectious Diseases registrar at UTH.  

 

Nancy Virginia Sandoval Paiz 

Hospital Roosvelt, Guatemala City, Guatemala 

Nancy Virginia Sandoval Paiz is an internal medicine and infectious disease physician based in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 

where she currently serves as Chief of the Department of Internal Medicine at Hospital Roosevelt. In her current role, she also 

serves as Sub-coordinator of the Antimicrobial Stewardship Program (PROA-HR), leads the Patient Safety Program and 

coordinates the Vaccination Clinic for At-Risk Patients. She is also faculty in Internal Medicine at the Universidad Rafael 

Landívar and serves as Vice President of the Pan American Association of Infectious Diseases (API). Her work spans clinical 

infectious diseases, antimicrobial stewardship, vaccine-preventable disease prevention, and patient safety, with a particular 

focus on strengthening evidence-based practice across Latin America. She also served as Vice President of the Board of 

Directors of the Active Medical Corps of Hospital Roosevelt and President of the Guatemalan Association of Infectious 

Diseases. She graduated in Medicine and Surgery at the Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala (2003) and specialized in 

Internal Medicine at Hospital Roosevelt (2007). She later obtained a Master’s in Tropical Parasitic Diseases at the University 

of Valencia, Spain (2009), and a Master’s in Infectious Diseases at the Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona, Spain (2012).  

 

Shrijana Shrestha 

Patan Academy of Health Sciences, Lalitpur, Nepal 

Shrijana Shrestha is a general paediatrician, currently serving as Professor of Paediatrics at Patan Academy of Health 

Sciences (PAHS) in Nepal. With more than 25 years of experience in clinical care and medical education at a tertiary level 

hospital, her areas of expertise include childhood infectious diseases, vaccine-preventable diseases, immunization research 

and health policy. As a leading clinical researcher in Nepal, she coordinated major research projects on paediatric infectious 

diseases, including landmark vaccine trials conducted in collaboration with the University of Oxford. Her research has 

generated evidence that has informed national and global policies on pneumococcal and typhoid conjugate vaccines. She 

also served two consecutive terms as Dean of the School of Medicine at PAHS (2014-2017; 2018-2021), where she oversaw the 

implementation of a rural-focused undergraduate medical curriculum and a competency-based postgraduate residency 

programme. She has also served on high-level national committees on medical education and health services, contributing 

to the development of national policies. She currently chairs the WHO South-East Asia Regional Certification Commission for 

Polio Eradication. She has authored numerous scientific publications and represented Nepal at international scientific 

assemblies and policy forums. She holds a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) from Tribhuvan University, 

and a Doctor of Medicine in Paediatrics from the University of Punjab, Pakistan. 

 

Shalini Sri Ranganathan 

University of Colombo, Colombo, Sri Lanka 

Shalini Sri Ranganathan is a paediatrician based in Colombo, Sri Lanka, currently serving as Senior Professor in 

Pharmacology at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Colombo. She has extensive experience in paediatric clinical 

pharmacology, the rational and safe use of medicines, and medicines policy. With a particular focus on strengthening the 

availability and appropriate use of essential medicines in children, her research spans antibiotic use and consumption, 



antimicrobial stewardship, and anti-seizure medicines. She has been a member of the WHO Expert Committee on the 

Selection and Use of Essential Medicines for several years and has contributed to the WHO Guideline Development Group 

(GDG) on COVID-19 Therapeutics. She holds a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) from the University of 

Jaffna, a Diploma in Child Health and a Doctor of Medicine in Paediatrics from the University of Colombo, a Diploma in 

Medical Toxicology and a PhD in Paediatric Clinical Pharmacology from the University of Wales College of Medicine, Cardiff, 

UK, where she trained as a Commonwealth Scholar. She also obtained Membership of the UK Royal College of Physicians. 

 

John Stelling 

Brigham & Women’s Hospital, Boston, United States of America 

John Stelling is a medical doctor and expert in antimicrobial resistance surveillance based in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. 

He is the Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance at Brigham & Women’s 

Hospital. The focus of his work has been to support public health infrastructure for laboratory services and advance data 

management tools for laboratory-based surveillance of infectious diseases and antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Since 1989, 

he has developed, disseminated and supported the free WHONET software, currently used to support AMR surveillance 

activities in over 120 countries and over 9,000 hospital, public health, food, and veterinary laboratories. He received his 

undergraduate degree from Johns Hopkins University and a Master’s in Public Health (MPH) from the Johns Hopkins School 

of Hygiene and Public Health. In 1991, Stelling graduated from Harvard Medical School and the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology Division of Health Sciences and Technology, and in 1995 completed an internship in family practice at San 

Francisco General Hospital. 

 

Tony Stewart 

Australian National University, Canberra, Australia 

Tony Stewart is a public health physician and infectious disease epidemiologist, currently serving as Honorary Professor of 

Applied Epidemiology at the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health (NCEPH), Australian National 

University and as a Fellow of the Australasian Faculty of Public Health Medicine. His expertise spans field epidemiology, 

outbreak investigation and response, and emergency health operations. From 2022 to 2024, he was Director of the Australian 

Field Epidemiology Training Program (Master of Applied Epidemiology) at the NCEPH and a Communicable Diseases 

Network Australia member. From 2014 to 2020 he worked with WHO’s Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN) 

and the WHO Health Emergencies Programme on several public health emergencies. During the Ebola outbreak in West 

Africa (2014-2016), he chaired the GOARN Steering Committee and was involved in the training and deployment of over 1,300 

volunteers to the response. In 2018, he was the senior technical lead for the WHO response to cholera and diphtheria 

outbreaks in the Rohingya refugee camps based in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. In 2013, he co-established an Australasian 

response network after Typhoon Haiyan, and was an early responder to the 2009 Samoa and 2004 Banda Aceh tsunamis. He 

graduated in Australia’s first Field Epidemiology Training Program cohort (1991-1993) and holds a Bachelor of Medicine and 

Bachelor of Surgery from Monash University. 

 

Juno Thomas 

National Institute for Communicable Diseases, Johannesburg, South Africa 

Juno Thomas is a clinical microbiologist and infectious disease physician, currently serving as a consultant to the National 

Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD), Johannesburg, South Africa. Having joined the institute in 2009 as Head of the 

Outbreak Response Unit, she headed the Centre for Enteric Diseases from 2017 to 2022. Her experience spans clinical 

practice, infectious disease epidemiology and surveillance, and outbreak investigation and response. She played a leading 

role in several high-profile outbreak investigations, working directly with South Africa’s Minister of Health and engaging with 

regional and international organizations. She has authored or co-authored over 45 peer-reviewed journal articles, and over 

the past 20 years has been actively involved in developing national and international guidelines on the management of 

communicable diseases. She received her Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBCh) from the University of the 

Witwatersrand in 1997 and obtained her Fellowship of the College of Pathologists of South Africa in Clinical Microbiology in 



2006. She also completed subspecialist clinical infectious diseases training, along with diplomas in Tropical Medicine and 

Hygiene and HIV Management. 

 

Guy Thwaites 

University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Guy Thwaites is an infectious disease physician and clinical microbiologist, currently serving as Professor of Infectious 

Diseases at the University of Oxford and Honorary Consultant in Infectious Diseases and Clinical Microbiology at Oxford 

University Hospitals National Health Service (NHS) Foundation Trust. With a global research focus on life-threatening 

infections, throughout his career he has aimed to translate high-quality clinical trials and mechanistic science into better 

outcomes and policy. He lived and worked in Southeast Asia for 17 years and was Director of the Oxford University Clinical 

Research Unit (OUCRU), a Wellcome Trust Major International Programme conducting interdisciplinary research across 

Vietnam, Indonesia, and Nepal, from October 2013 to January 2026. Over the past 20 years he has built and led large 

international teams and partnerships spanning governments, hospitals, WHO, and industry. He was appointed Member of 

the Order of the British Empire (MBE) for services to public health and Vietnam–UK relations in 2021. He holds a Bachelor of 

Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) and postgraduate degrees including an MA and a PhD, is a Fellow of the Royal 

College of Physicians (FRCP) and the Royal College of Pathologists (FRCPath), and a Fellow of the Academy of Medical 

Sciences (FMedSci). 

 

Xin Wang  

National Institute for Communicable Disease Control and Prevention, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 

Beijing, China 

Xin Wang is a medical scientist specializing in plague and zoonotic disease research, currently serving as Director of the 

Emergency Response Laboratory at the National Institute for Communicable Disease Control and Prevention (ICDC), part of 

the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention in Beijing, China. Her research focuses on the epidemic mechanisms 

of plague and other zoonotic diseases, including surveillance of natural plague foci across China, and on strengthening 

outbreak emergency response. She has published about 60 indexed articles as corresponding or first author and has 

received five science and technology awards as first or second principal investigator. As a GDG member, she contributed to 

the development of the WHO guideline for plague management (2021). She obtained her medical degree from the Chinese 

Academy of Medical Sciences and Peking Union Medical College (PUMC). 

 

 


