WHO BioHub System Facility – Expression of Interest (EoI) Application Form
Deadline for Submission: 1 September 2026
Submit to: biohub@who.int 
Reference: WHO BioHub System Facility EOI – July 2026

SECTION 1: GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Name of Institution/Laboratory:
2. Official Address:
(Street, City, Postal Code, Country)
3. Website (if applicable):
4. Point of Contact:
· Name:
· Title/Position:
· Email:
· Telephone:
5. Alternate Contact:
· Name:
· Title/Position:
· Email:
· Telephone:
6. Government Endorsement (required):
· Name of endorsing authority/body:
· Attach formal letter of endorsement (see checklist in Section 7).

SECTION 2: TECHNICAL CAPACITY
7. Biosafety and containment levels available:
☐ Containment levels equivalent to BSL-2
☐ Heightened control measures (equivalent to BSL-3)
☐ Maximum containment levels (equivalent to BSL-4)
· Describe current operational status of each level (e.g., certified, under construction):
8. Key infrastructure & equipment (briefly list relevant assets):
· E.g., biorepository capacity, high-throughput sequencers, cold-chain storage, inactivation equipment.
Please add text here

9. Does your institution have capacity for long-term, secure storage and management of biological specimens?
☐ Yes ☐ No
•  Total current storage volume (e.g., in vials/samples or TB):
•  Types of samples stored (e.g., viral isolates, clinical specimens, reference materials):
•  Describe access and retrieval systems in place:
•  Is your biobanking operation aligned with or certified under ISO 20387:2018 (Biotechnology – Biobanking – General Requirements for Biobanking)?
☐ Certified
☐ In Progress
☐ Not Certified
Please attach documentation or summary of compliance (if applicable).

10. Past experience handling biological materials with epidemic or pandemic potential (BMEPP):
· List previous work with pathogens of epidemic or pandemic potential (e.g., SARS-CoV-2, Ebola, H5N1):
Please add text here

11. Participation in national/regional/global networks:
· E.g., WHO Collaborating Centre, GISAID contributor, GOARN partner.
Please add text here

SECTION 3: COMPLIANCE AND GOVERNANCE
12. Legal and regulatory compliance:
· Does your institution comply with national and international biosafety/biosecurity regulations?
☐ Yes ☐ No
· Describe applicable permits or authorizations held:
Please add text here

13. Terms of Reference and Standard Material Transfer Agreements (SMTAs):
· Is your institution able to align with the WHO BioHub System Facilities Terms of Reference and implement the WHO SMTAs as required under the BioHub System?
☐ Yes ☐ No
· If no, describe legal barriers and possible mitigation steps:

SECTION 4: DATA SHARING AND IT SYSTEMS
14. Data management capabilities:
· Describe your systems for storing, securing, and sharing pathogen and related metadata:
Please add text here

15. Compliance with Open Data and WHO Guidelines:
· Is your institution willing and able to share data rapidly with WHO and designated partners?
☐ Yes ☐ No
· Any restrictions or conditions? (please specify):
Please add text here

SECTION 5: FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY
16. Funding sources:
· List key sources of current funding (government, donor, institutional, etc.):
Please add text here

17. Operational continuity plan:
· Describe your strategy for ensuring sustained operations during emergencies or surges in demand:
Please add text here

18. Willingness to engage in both non-commercial and commercial sharing: 
☐ Yes
☐ No
· If no, please provide explanation:
Please add text here

SECTION 6: STRATEGIC FIT AND COLLABORATION
19. Alignment with WHO BioHub System mission:
· Describe how your institution supports global equitable access to pathogen samples:
Please add text here

Potential areas of specialization (optional):

☐ Receive, grow, store (i.e. biorepository function), characterize and/or distribute biological materials
☐ Pathogen analysis including discovery / identification 
☐ Provision of reference materials 
☐ Provision of technical advice to WHO and other laboratories and aide development of 
technical materials 
☐ Capacity building efforts including training and education support
☐ Regulatory support
☐ Other (please specify):

20. Existing Collaborations with WHO or WHOCCs:
· Describe any ongoing or past collaborations relevant to the WHO BioHub System mandate:
Please add text here

SECTION 7: REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS (Checklist)
Please ensure the following documents are attached to this application:
☐ Formal letter of endorsement from national government or authority
☐ Institutional overview (organigram, staff profiles, lab certifications)
☐ Recent annual report or summary of activities
☐ Biosafety and biosecurity protocols (summary)
☐ Legal or regulatory approvals (e.g., pathogen handling permits)
☐ Any relevant international certifications or accreditations
SECTION 8: DECLARATION
I declare that the information provided in this Expression of Interest is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that submission does not guarantee designation as a WHO BioHub System Facility and that further review, assessment, and formal agreements are required.
Authorized representative name:
Title:
Signature:
Date:

