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Accounting for the Broad Range of U.S. Spending 
that has an Impact on Rural Health …  

 Block Grants
 Community-Based Grants
 Transfer Payments

Rural Proofing
Ensuring Funding Allocations in the Health Sector Account for Rural

Source: https://www.brookings.edu/research/reimagining-rural-policy-organizing-federal-assistance-to-maximize-rural-prosperity/

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu%2Fresearch%2Freimagining-rural-policy-organizing-federal-assistance-to-maximize-rural-prosperity%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ctmorris%40hrsa.gov%7Cb77cff94cab54cbe7eb908da9a52cc9b%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C637991977659534038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bmtW66K9oBNR%2BIYGz%2F8cY4k7kj%2FxmqSRFrS0jdXgwNU%3D&reserved=0
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Coordinating Rural Health in the 
United States: 
Role of the Federal Office of Rural 
Health Policy (FORHP)

 Key Factors
Federal Level
State Level
Public and Private Sector 

Roles

Quick Background on FORHP’s Dual Role
Work Across HRSA And HHS Collaborate with Federal partners

“Voice for Rural” Regulation Review and Policy Analysis

Capacity Building in Rural Communities HRSA Grant Programs and Technical Assistance
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Fairly Well Accounted for Within the 
Public Financing of U.S. Health Care

 By Law
 By Intent
 Related to Politics
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Targeted Rural-Specific Programs
 Addressing Substance Abuse 
 Capacity Building
 Expanding Rural Physician Residency Training
 Rural Health Services Research 

Programs Heavily Focused on Rural But Not 
Specific to Rural

 Loan Repayment for Clinicians
 Community Clinics 
 Telehealth
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Accounting for the Federalism Approach within the 
U.S. Budget System
 Emphasis on State Allocations for Public Health

An Ongoing Dilemma
 Focus on Populations or Geographies?
 Accounting for Structural Bias

A New Approach Prompted by the Pandemic
 A Carve Out for Rural Health
 Balancing Opportunity versus Burden 
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Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 
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http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/hrsagov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
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