
 
 

Terms of participation in the second round of public hearings 
regarding a new international instrument on pandemic 

prevention, preparedness and response 
 
These Terms address your participation or other activities relating to the public hearings of the 
WHO Intergovernmental Negotiating Body to draft and negotiate a WHO convention, agreement or 
other international instrument on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response (the INB) due 
to take place on 29–30 September 2022. 
 
Please read these Terms carefully. By participating in the hearings or indicating your interest to do 
so, you are deemed to have agreed to these Terms. Throughout these Terms, the terms “you” and 
“your” refer to both you as an individual, and, if applicable, any entity or organization you represent 
or are affiliated with, and you confirm that you are authorized to act on behalf of that organization. 
 
In the event that WHO decides that your conduct or participation in the public hearings is or would 
be inconsistent with these Terms, or for any reasonable basis as decided by WHO, WHO may, at its 
sole discretion, and without any notice, recourse, or remedy to you, elect to remove you from 
participation in the public hearings and/or remove or redact any contribution(s) you may have 
made to the public hearings and decline to maintain any contribution(s) on the WHO website. 
 
Conduct of your participation 
 
In your video contribution (and the transcript thereof), your behaviour and contribution must: 
 

• be relevant to the subject matter of the public hearings; 
• refrain from making any statements unrelated to the topic at hand; and 
• be presented in a respectful manner, free of any profanity, visual inappropriateness, ad 

hominem attacks, vulgarity, or other inappropriate language. 
 
If your participation does not conform with these requirements, as determined solely by WHO, the 
participation will not be receivable. This means that WHO may elect not to post your video 
contribution. 
 
Full disclosure of all affiliations 
 
In participating in the public hearings, you must declare the entity you represent and any other 
affiliations, engagement, or roles relevant to the public hearings or to WHO, in light of its mandate. 
 
No right to participate in the public hearings 
 
You understand that WHO is not able to ensure that all interested parties will be able to participate 
in the public hearings, and that thus WHO does not make any commitment or undertaking to allow 
you to participate in the public hearings. 
 
 



 
 
Terms regarding the online registration 
 
The provision of a valid ID card or other equivalent document during the online registration is 
merely intended to ensure proof of identity and nor for validation of nationality purposes. WHO will 
not provide any such ID card or other equivalent document to any third party. WHO will solely store 
your ID card for the duration of the public hearings, i.e. until 30 September 2022, after which ID 
cards or other equivalent document submitted during the online registration will be erased through 
secure methods. 
 
Terms regarding video contributions for the public hearings 
 
Subject to WHO’s policies and procedures, and these Terms, video contributions will be welcome 
from all interested individuals and/or entities or organizations, including both public and private 
sector entities, that register and accept these Terms. 
 
The time limit for each video contribution for the hearings is 1.5 minutes. Video contributions 
longer than 1.5 minutes may not be considered for inclusion in the public hearings or maintained 
and made available for public viewing on the WHO website. For reference, this is a maximum of 
approximately 175 words of written text delivered at a speed that allows simultaneous 
interpretation, as more fully described below. 
 
Video contributions must be accompanied by an accurate written transcript thereof.  Video 
contributions not accompanied by a written transcript may not be considered for broadcasting in 
the public hearings or included in those video contributions maintained and made available on the 
WHO website. 
 
Video contributions, and the transcripts thereof, may be in any of the official WHO languages, 
which are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. Contributions in any other 
language are unfortunately not receivable. For video contributions broadcast during the public 
hearings, WHO will, subject to availability and technical ability, provide interpretation in the official 
WHO languages. 
 
Participants must speak clearly and at a reasonable pace, which enables interpretation into 
WHO’s official languages. Appropriate audio connections in a quiet indoor area with minimal 
background noise and no sound effects or music during the recording of the video contribution will 
help ensure clarity of video contributions. Recording from a laptop/desktop is preferable. 
 
Please note, however, that translation will not be provided by WHO with respect to video 
contributions that are not broadcast during the public hearings. Those video contributions 
maintained and made accessible on the WHO website will (subject to these Terms, including 
potential redactions or revisions) be available only in the WHO official language in which they were 
provided. Please further note that in reviewing and preparing any reports or summaries of 
contributions received, WHO may generate automated transcripts of video contributions and may 
machine translate such transcripts and/or transcripts provided by the contributor into English for 
internal administrative purposes. 
 



 
 
WHO does not provide any right to speak, and opportunities for dissemination of video 
contributions may be impacted by technical issues, errors, human errors, or other factors. 
 
Please also note that due to high expected demand, WHO cannot guarantee inclusion of a video 
contribution in the public hearing, or any specific broadcast times during the public hearings and 
may allocate the limited time available during the public hearings with a view to ensuring the widest 
possible presentation of viewpoints and taking into account principles of gender balance and 
equitable geographical representation. 
 
Media (and related) consent 
 
By participating in the hearings and/or indicating your wish to do so, you consent to your 
contribution(s) – whether video statement, written transcript, and / or otherwise – being publicly 
disclosed, broadcast, archived, and presented by WHO for the purpose of the public hearings and 
any other purpose consistent with WHO’s mandate, including through WHO’s website and /or in 
other materials and through other outlets. You further consent to your name and information as 
provided to WHO for the public hearings to be included in a published list of participants and/or 
interested parties. 
 
You further waive any rights to any materials that may conclude, incorporate, or make reference to 
your contribution(s) to the hearings, and acknowledge that WHO is under no obligation to use your 
contribution(s), and may remove or delete any contribution(s) at its sole discretion. 
 
No use of WHO name or logo, or implied engagement or affiliation with WHO 
 
You are not permitted to state or imply that WHO endorses, is affiliated with, or is engaged with you 
as a result of the public hearings, or that WHO endorses any entity, organization, company, or 
product, or use the name or emblem of WHO in any way. 
 
Participation (and/or an expression of interest to participate) in the public hearings is not to be 
considered an ‘engagement’ with any actor under WHO’s rules, procedures, and practice, 
including, without limitation, the Framework of Engagement with non-State Actors. 
 
Disclaimers and other matters 
 
Participants alone are responsible for the views expressed in their spoken video contribution and 
the transcript thereof. No contributions received should be interpreted as reflecting the view or 
position of WHO. 
 
For the avoidance of all doubt, nothing contained herein or in any connection with any aspect of the 
public hearings shall be construed as a waiver of any of the privileges and immunities enjoyed by 
WHO under national or international law, and/or as submitting the WHO to any national court 
jurisdiction. 
 
Questions 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact INBpublichearings@who.int. 
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