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The Constitution of WHO states 
that one of WHO’s key roles is to 
promote, conduct, and 
coordinate research in the field 
of health.

In May 2015, the 68th World Health 
Assembly welcomed the development 
of an R&D Blueprint for Epidemics,        
in consultation with Member States and relevant 
stakeholders, for accelerating research and 
development (R&D) in epidemics or health 
emergency situations where there are no, or 
insufficient, preventive and therapeutic medical 
countermeasures.
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Today, we stand at a crossroads in 

shaping global resilience, preparedness, 

and response strategies for the next major 

epidemic or pandemic. 

It is critical that we assimilate the lessons 

learned from the pandemic and harness 

the wealth of research knowledge, 

platforms and collaborative frameworks

forged during the COVID-19 crisis to help 

protect the world from future threats. 



Coordinating and accelerating global 
research must promote universal values

Regarding a collaborative effort to ensure access to MCMs, 

some have emphasized the importance of speed and 

sometimes cost in responding to future pandemics.  

It is equally important to take a broader view that recognizes 

the primary importance of quality, equity in

availability, and trust in the products safety and efficacy. 
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Sometimes 
dreams become 
reality…

News of Ebola vaccine reaches 
a rural village in Liberia in 2015 

Local photographer Alphanso Appleton  #thankyouscience

https://twitter.com/hashtag/thankyouscience?src=hashtag_click


In 2014-16, an unprecedented and collaborative WHO-led effort built 
on a number of candidate Ebola vaccines that could enter clinical trials

A series of international consultations and activities were led by WHO as a contribution to the 
unprecedented global efforts to develop and assess an Ebola vaccine. 



WHO consulted widely and immediately fostered interactions

With the international scientific, ethics, regulatory, vaccine development, public health partners, industry, 
and funders' communities. WHO participated in consortia to facilitate Ebola vaccine assessments. 
WHO also fostered key activities to ensure the optimal policy and deployment of Ebola vaccines. 





“The Dream Team”

A novel trial design with the country 

in the driving seat and 26 global 

institutions collaborating



ZEBOV- RCT

VEBCON & Ça Suffit

Guinea 2014-2016

Day 1
Aug 2014 
PHEIC declared

DAY 60
Oct 2014 
VEBCON P1 Starts

DAY 150
Jan 2015
VEBCON results

Day 210
March 2015
Ça suffit P3  Starts

DAY 330
July 2015
Ça suffit results

Day 365
Aug 2015
Non randomized 
Deployment starts

ZEBOV - Expanded Access

Guinea, Sierra Leone, DRC

2016 - 2020

Day 1
Outbreak declared

Day 7 - 15
Expanded Access
Vaccination starts

Day 1
Outbreak declared

AIM

RCT or Expanded Access

NEXT OUTBREAK

Day 7 - 15
RCT or Expanded Access
Vaccination starts

Since 2016 all 

STUDIES STARTED 

PROMPTLY

✓ Previously agreed prioritization of 

candidate vaccines 

✓ Phase1 (and 2 data)

✓ Funded investigational vaccines 

already in vials (internationally 

transferable)

✓ Previously established trial 

platforms 

✓ Previously agreed simple protocol

Previously agreed:

✓LEGAL collaboration, 

✓ Insurance and 

✓ Liability  frameworks

✓ Previously agreed funding

Day 1
Outbreak declared

SUDV - RCT

Uganda

2022

Day 79
Dec 2022
1st vaccine doses
arrived



Expanded Access with rVSV ZEBOV GP 
(unlicensed doses), for outbreaks reported between 2016 - 2022
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12 EVD (Zaire) outbreaks and 3,721 EVD confirmed cases reported

Over 350,000 people at risk vaccinated 

(contacts and contacts of contacts) including  >100,000 HCWs/FLWs

Informed consent for all and individual data collection from 250,000



13



New strategic components steering future 
global research agenda 
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Core activities of the WHO R&D Blueprint for Epidemics toward a robust 
and coordinated global research response to emerging disease threats

o Viral and Bacterial famillies prioritization

o R&D Roadmaps and Target Product 
Profiles (TPPs) for each prioritized viral 
and bacterial family

o Pipeline monitoring and prioritization for 
evaluation.

o Research in the context of outbreaks and 
pandemics 

o Promotion of building capacities to conduct 
clinical trials and research in accordance 
with international standards.
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Many countries across the globe participated in WHO-coordinated research activities between 

May 22 and May 2023. Activities have been diverse and include a range of countries that took part 

in large global clinical trials to test vaccines and treatments for COVID-19.
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On behalf of thousands of colleagues 
across the three levels of WHO,          we 
would like to thank the over 50,000 
researchers and Ministries of Health 
officials who have joined our efforts; the 
funders who have facilitated critical 
research; and       the thousands of 
volunteers who have generously 
contributed to the studies worldwide.
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The current challenges of Research and innovation 
is a problem that can be solved.  

Let’s solve it together. 


