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Progress update 

WHO Initiative to Measure the Effectiveness and Impact of Public Health and

Social Measures (PHSM) during Health Emergencies

• Multiyear initiative launched in June 2021 to accelerate PHSM research and 

strengthen precision in PHSM policies and implementation
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Progress update 

Strengthening the global evidence base on PHSM & making it accessible

Global PHSM Research Agenda 2021-2030:

• 6 research themes

• Based on one expert consultation and two public surveys

• Urgent research priorities for COVID-19 and medium-term 
priorities for infectious diseases

• Second survey available in English, French and Spanish:
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Progress update 

Strengthening the global evidence base on PHSM & making it accessible

PHSM Protocol Templates:

• Timely, comparable, high-quality data on intervention 
effectiveness for decision-making

• Accelerated ethical approval process during emergencies

• Use non-emergency phase for research and capacity 
building

• 8 draft protocols being developed through extensive expert 
input and iterative review process
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Progress update 

Strengthening the global evidence base on PHSM & making it accessible

Evidence reviews:

• Systematic review of systematic reviews of the effectiveness and health and socio-
economic consequences of PHSM during COVID-19 (n=107 reviews)

• Scoping review on social protection policies implemented during COVID-19 to 
mitigate negative consequences of PHSM (n=322 studies)

• Mapping of existing WHO guideline recommendations with relevance to PHSM

Digital Solution for PHSM Research:

• Will be a publicly accessible one-stop shop for PHSM research

• Database of primary studies and living systematic reviews

• Mapping of research against global PHSM research agenda

• Multi-lingual
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Future research priorities 
Towards a global evidence base on PHSM for localized decisions

• PHSM Protocol Templates: Finalization, piloting and capacity building, integration into 

WHO Mosaic Respiratory Surveillance Framework and Unity Studies

• Evidence reviews and research on determinants of PHSM uptake and adherence
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