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WHO Strategic Meeting on  
Social Determinants of Health  
12 - 13 September 2019 

Salle A, WHO Headquarters, Geneva 
 
Chairperson: Dr Etienne Krug, Director, Department of Social Determinants of Health  

 
MEETING OBJECTIVES 

 
• Celebrate achievements in the field of social determinants of health since the global WHO 

Commission on the Social Determinants of Health  
• Review challenges and explore new opportunities for addressing the social determinants of 

health agenda 
• Identify key areas of work and activities for the new WHO Department of Social Determinants of 

Health   

AGENDA  

Day 1: Thursday, 12 September 2019 

Time Agenda item 

8.30- 9:00 Registration 

9:00-10:00 Welcome and update on the WHO Transformation  
Dr Naoko Yamamoto, Assistant Director-General, WHO 

Meeting objectives, introductions and setting the scene 
Dr Etienne Krug, Director, Department of Social Determinants of Health, WHO  

WHO work on the social determinants of health  
Presentations by: 
Headquarters – Dr N. Valentine, Dr A. Hosseinpoor, Dr V. Magar; Regional Offices – Dr S. 
Good, Dr W. Khan, Dr C. Brown, D. G. Eijkemans, Dr T. Fernando, Dr K. Fortune   

10:00-10:30 Break 

10:30-12:00 Social determinants of health and equity – overarching scope and evidence base 
Presentation by: 
Professor Sir Michael Marmot  
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Time Agenda item 

The future work of WHO on social determinants of health   
Discussant and facilitator: Professor Dame Margaret Whitehead 

12:00-13:00 Child health inequalities and the social determinants of health: key areas for action 
Presentations by: 
Professor Cesar Victora – The global picture 
Dr Ahmad Hosseinpoor – Innovative data visualisation for effective communication  

Areas for scaling up 
Facilitated discussion: Dr Bernadette Daelmans 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:00 Welfare state innovation: universal basic income and services 
Presentation by: 
Professor Louise Haagh 

Areas for scaling up  
Discussant: Professor Olle Lundberg 
Facilitated discussion: Dr Etienne Krug 

15:00-15:30 

 

Commercial interests and globalization  
Presentation by: 
Professor Sharon Friel 

Areas for scaling up   
Discussant and facilitator: Dr Ilona Kickbusch 

15:30-16:00 Break 

16:00-16:30 Continued: Areas for scaling up   
Facilitated discussion continued: Dr Ilona Kickbusch 

16:30-17:00 WHO monitoring and advocacy: using data to promote action  
Presentation by:  
Dr Chris Brown - Health equity status report in the European Region 

Areas for scaling up, the new SDH Department and new WHO initiatives  
Facilitated discussion: Dr Etienne Krug 

17:30-19:00 Cocktail reception   
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Day 2: Friday, 13 September 2019 

Time Agenda item 

9:00-10:00 Vulnerable populations and community resilience  
Presentations by: 
Professor Patrick Bodenmann – Vulnerable populations in Switzerland: addressing social 
determinants of health for advancing equity 
Professor Debashis Basu – Migrant populations and barriers to health equity in South Africa  

Areas for scaling up  
Discussant and facilitator: Professor Jennie Popay 

10:00-10:30 Break 

10:30-11:30 Governance actions to address the social determinants of health 
Presentation by:  
Ms Lyn Dean – Governance and the Global Survey of Health in All Policies Implementation 

Areas for scaling up  
Discussant and facilitator: Dr Ilona Kickbusch 

11:30-12:00 Other areas of focus for the Department of Social Determinants of Health (e.g. urbanization; 
discrimination) 
Facilitated discussion: Dr Etienne Krug 

12:00-13:00 Lunch 

 13:00-14:00 WHO Global Strategy on Social Determinants of Health 
Facilitated discussion: Dr Erika Placella  

 14:00-15:30 Summarizing the priority areas for the Department of Social Determinants of Health   
Facilitated discussion: Dr Anders Nordström 

15:30-16:00 Moving forward   
Facilitated discussion: Dr Etienne Krug 

16:00 Closing remarks:  Dr Naoko Yamamoto, Assistant Director-General, WHO  

 


