
Fishers and other  
water-dependent 
workers support 
economies and  
food security.  
They deserve safety 
standards that match  
the risks they face.

What policymakers can do:
Align with best-practice 
international standards
and develop sector-specific 
codes of practice to address 

drowning risk.

of people employed 
in fisheries work in 

the small-scale sector, 
while more than 60 

million people rely on 
lakes and rivers for 
their livelihoods2.

Scan the QR code for 
more information

Legislate for practical 
safety training, drills and 
certification for workers,

tailored to the risks of different 
water-related occupations.

Establish workplace 
safety systems

for risk assessment, 
inspection, reporting and 
continuous improvement.

Working on the water 
should never cost a life.

More than

90%

Seven strategies for drowning prevention:
t e c h n i c a l  p a c k a g e  f o r  p o l i c y m a k e r s

32,000
fishers die  
each year1.

Healthier, safer 
and more 
productive 
workers

Stronger 
livelihoods 
and resilient 
economies

Fewer  
work-related 
injuries and 
deaths

Reduced 
financial losses 
from workplace 
injuries and 
fatalities
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