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Rural health equity webinar series

Lessons in rural proofing of health 
policies, strategies, plans and 
programmes/rural health equity 
impact assessments

15 July

Social participation, inclusion and 
community engagement 
approaches for the health of  
Indigenous populations in rural 
and remote areas

9 Aug.

Policies to develop, attract, 
recruit and retain health workers 
in rural and remote areas, and 
promote gender equality for rural 
women through health workforce 
policies

15 Oct.

Intersectoral action with the 
agricultural sector for 
strengthening primary health care

29 Nov.

Improving rural health 
information systems for health 
equity in LMIC

16 Dec.

Assessing barriers to health 
services and the impact of 
multidimensional poverty on 
health inequities in rural areas

20 Jan.

Rural women and addressing 
inequities in health service 
coverage

17 Feb.

24 Mar.

Innovations in equity-
oriented health service 
delivery in rural and 
remote areas in LMIC

July 2021 to March 2022



Agenda

Greeting by the Chair: Theadora Swift Koller, Senior Technical Advisor, Health Equity, Director General’s Office, WHO/HQ

Panel: 

• Bringing the rural health physician perspectives into cooperation between agriculture and health sectors – Joy Mugambi, Family 
Physician, Kenya & Council Member Rural WONCA

• Cooperation between the health and agricultural sector for occupational health safety and services – Ivan Ivanov, Scientist, 
Environment, Climate Change and Health, WHO/HQ

• One Health and poverty reduction: a livestock perspective – Ugo Pica Ciamarra, Livestock Economist, Animal Production and Health  
Division, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization

• Programme Mura: The experience of linking health, agriculture and rural development for health equity in Slovenia – Tatjana Buzeti, 
Policy Officer, WHO European Office for Investment for Health and Development

Closing remarks: 

• Bruce Chater, Chair, WONCA Working Party on Rural Practice; 

• Pratyush Kumar, Secretary - Rural WONCA and Chair - Wonca Rural South Asia

• Nicole Valentine, Programme lead for the Multi-country Special Initiative for Action on the Social Determinants of Health for Advancing 
Equity, WHO/HQ



Extreme poverty* is overwhelmingly rural, with 4 out of five people 
experiencing extreme poverty living in rural areas…

World Bank (2020). Poverty and shared prosperity 2020: reversals of fortune. Washington, DC: World Bank
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34496/9781464816024.pdf

*defined as living on less than $1.90 per day in 2013

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34496/9781464816024.pdf


Rural poverty and being 
employed in agriculture

• Rural poverty is strongly associated with 
employment in agriculture.

• Nearly two-thirds of extremely poor 
workers reported that their primary job is 
in the agricultural sector.

• Extreme poverty rates among agricultural 
workers is more than four times higher 
than among non-agricultural workers. 

• Just more than half of the moderate poor 
(defined as persons living on between 
$1.90 and $3.10 per day in 2013) work in 
the agriculture sector.

World Bank (2016). Who are the poor in the developing world. Policy Research Working Paper 7844. Background Paper for Poverty and Shared Prosperity Report 2016: Taking on Inequality. Authored by Andrés Castañeda et al. 
Washington, DC. https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/187011475416542282/pdf/WPS7844.pdf
World Bank (2020). Poverty and shared prosperity 2020: reversals of fortune. Washington, DC: World Bank
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34496/9781464816024.pdf

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/187011475416542282/pdf/WPS7844.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/34496/9781464816024.pdf


Primary health care and multisectoral action

WHO & UNICEF (2018). A vision for primary health care in the 21st century: towards universal health coverage and the Sustainable Development Goals. Geneva: World Health Organization

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/328065 
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