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Switzerland Vaud Canton

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suisse

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canton_de_Vaud



Switzerland
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• Switzerland (8.5 millions)
• 7757 cases/100’000 inhabitants
• >10’000 deaths
• >3 millions of administrated doses of 

vaccine
• 1 million of people fully vaccinated

• Canton of Vaud (806’000)
• 10’177 cases/100’000 habitants
• About 1000 deaths 
• > 280’000 administrated doses of 

vaccine
• About 100’000 people fully vaccinated

• Invisible and captive 
populations (forced migrants 
populations):

- Asylum seekers (6000/ 8.3%-> 50%) 

- Prisoners (1000/ 7.2%-> 14%)

 at risk of health inequities 
before, during and after the
COVID pandemia

Covid-19: the situation



Issues of health equity for invisible/captive populations
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«Good practices»
• Implementation of recommandations:

 Communication (interpreters, low health literacy)
 Access to masks and hydro-alcoolic solutions (public health office decisions)

• Barriers to care:
 Interprofessionality of the teams (nurse practioners, social assistants, interpreters)
 Intersectionality approach of specific and complex needs
 Case-management, clinical transition, navigation helpers
 Mobility outreach

• Socio-economic insecurity:
 Universal health coverage
 Network with social assistants (medico-social care)

• Stigma, xenophobia and racism:
 Advocacy
 Teaching and learning

Morisod K, Bodenmann P, Covid-19 et médecine ambulatoire, Migrations forces: enjeux d’équité en santé, Rev Med Suisse 2020; 16: 1446-7

https://wp.unil.ch/summerschools/courses/health-equity-in-chaotic-times-old-realities-new-challenges/

https://wp.unil.ch/summerschools/courses/health-equity-in-chaotic-times-old-realities-new-challenges/
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What is not working?  
• Implementation of recommandations:

 Interpreters not always present
 Access to masks (= community masks) and difficulties with the social distance (shelters, jails)

• Barriers to care:
 Access (undocumented immigrants, homeless people)
 Coordination of the health care actors (public, private, foudations, NGOs)
 Mobility outreach (sex workers?)

• Socio-economic insecurity:
 Universal health coverage? (undocumented immigrants, homeless people)

• Stigma, xenophobia and racism
 The role of the media 
 The role of some political groups



patrick.bodenmann@unisante.ch
kevin.morisod@unisante.ch
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Thank your for your attention

mailto:patrick.bodenmann@unisante.ch
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