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Why mass gatherings matter

All have in common:

• the attendance of small or large number of people

• in close proximity and

• prolonged and frequent interaction between people.

MONKEYPOX UPDATE

Mass gatherings include activities and events of any size and type
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Monkeypox transmission

• Monkeypox virus is transmitted by close contact with someone who has signs 
and symptoms (face-face, mouth-mouth, skin-skin, mouth-skin) or through 
contaminated particles of the virus if infected person has lesions in the mouth.

MONKEYPOX TRANSMISSION

Monkeypox is caused by the monkeypox virus
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• Common exposure settings for monkeypox are 
gatherings like parties, parades, festivals, concerts, 
and other congregation of people that can create a 
conducive environment for the transmission.

• Gatherings are opportunities for information outreach 
and risk communication and community engagement 
(RCCE) activities.

Monkeypox 
transmission 
and mass 
gatherings 
Gatherings do not amplify transmission by 
themselves – it is the risky behaviour during 
events that matters
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• WHO recommends that the decision-making process 
related to holding, modifying, postponing or cancelling 
gatherings should rely on a risk-based approach, 
tailored to the characteristics of the event.

• In the context of the current outbreak monkeypox-
associated risks should be considered and factored in 
when planning a gathering event.

A risk-based approach for 
holding safe gatherings

Postponing or cancelling gatherings in areas 
where monkeypox cases have been detected is 
currently not required as a default measure.

Fig. 3-step WHO Risk Assessment approach

Risk assessment:

1 Risk evaluation
2 Risk mitigation
3 Risk communication

Monitoring
& review

Recording
& reporting

Communication
& Consultation



Public health advice 
for event organizers 
during the current 
monkeypox outbreak

• Link with health authorities and be aware of monkeypox 
situation in the host area

• Instruct event staff on how to manage a possible case of 
monkeypox during the event

• Facilitate the adoption of appropriate PHSM to prevent risk 
of transmission of monkeypox

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE
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Consider if the event you are planning is most 
likely to be associated with risks of monkeypox 
transmission

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MPX-Gatherings-2022.1

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MPX-Gatherings-2022.1


What you 
need to know

• Share information about monkeypox with prospective 
attendees and all those involved in the event.

• Advise that anyone showing signs and symptoms 
consistent with monkeypox symptoms should stay at 
home.

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE
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The event organizers should:



Individual
protective measures 
to stay safe during 
gatherings

• Keep yourself informed about monkeypox.

• Get local health advice on monkeypox if attending any specific 
event that might be related with increased risk for monkeypox 
transmission

• Refrain from close contact with any other individuals and 
avoid attending gatherings if you present signs and symptoms 
consistent with monkeypox or you are awaiting test results.

• As skin-to-skin, mouth-to-month transmission during sexual 
activity has been frequently reported as a likely source of 
infection, sexual contact should be avoided if you feel you 
may be infected with monkeypox– even if you have not yet 
had a confirmatory test.

• If you think you have been exposed to monkeypox, seek 
medical advice and isolate from others until you have been 
tested. 

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE
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General advice 
for the public
• Provide emotional and practical support to any friends 

or family members who may be asked to self-isolate.

• Contribute with combating misinformation by sharing 
only reliable, evidence-based and non-stigmatizing 
information from trustworthy sources.

• Stigmatizing people because of the disease is 
never okay.

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVICE
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We all have a common goal:
stop the outbreak and suppress 
onward transmission

• Raise awareness and avoid stigma

• Apply necessary PHSM according to the risk 
assessment results

• Protect people at risk and prevent 
transmission in all settings

IN SUMMARY
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WHO encourages event organizers to:



Additional resources
EPI-WIN Webinar on Monkeypox outbreak and mass gatherings 
(recording and presentations)
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https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/06/24/default-calendar/WHO-EPI-WIN-webinar-monkeypox-and-mass-gathering

WHO EURO: Monkeypox outbreak: Resource toolkit for event organisers
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/monkeypox-outbreak-resource-toolkit-event-organisers

WHO Monkeypox outbreak toolbox
https://www.who.int/emergencies/outbreak-toolkit/disease-outbreak-toolboxes/monkeypox-outbreak-toolbox

WHO EURO, ECDC: Interim advice for public health authorities on summer 
events during the monkeypox outbreak in Europe, 2022
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/librariesprovider2/country-sites/interim-advice-for-public-health-authorities-on-summer-events-during-the-monkeypox-
outbreak-in-europe-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=230439fc_1&download=true

Monkeypox Q&A
https://www.who.int/philippines/news/q-a-detail/monkeypox

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/06/24/default-calendar/WHO-EPI-WIN-webinar-monkeypox-and-mass-gathering
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/monkeypox-outbreak-resource-toolkit-event-organisers
https://www.who.int/emergencies/outbreak-toolkit/disease-outbreak-toolboxes/monkeypox-outbreak-toolbox
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/librariesprovider2/country-sites/interim-advice-for-public-health-authorities-on-summer-events-during-the-monkeypox-outbreak-in-europe-2022.pdf?sfvrsn=230439fc_1&download=true
https://www.who.int/philippines/news/q-a-detail/monkeypox



