
Mental Health Resources

Indicator Code Book



Indicator Code Book. Mental Health Resources

Page 2 / 19 Printed 8/15/2014 3:21:05 PM

Table of Contents

• Mental health policy

• Mental hospitals, per 100,000

• Mental health outpatient facilities, per 100,000

• Mental health plan

• Psychologists working in mental health sector, per 100,000

• Social workers working in mental health sector, per 100,000

• Nurses working in mental health sector, per 100,000

• Psychiatrists working in mental health sector, per 100,000

• Mental health legislation

• Beds in community residential facilities, per 100,000

• Beds in mental hospitals, per 100,000

• Age-standardized suicide rate (per 100 000)

• Beds for mental health in general hospitals, per 100,000

• Government expenditures on mental hospitals as a percentage of total government expenditures on 
mental health, in %

• Mental health day treatment facilities, per 100,000

• Community residential facilities, per 100,000

• Government expenditures on mental health as a percentage of total government expenditures on 
health, in %



Indicator Code Book. Mental Health Resources

Page 3 / 19 Printed 8/15/2014 3:21:05 PM

Age-standardized suicide rate (per 100 000)

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO Global Health Estimates for the year 2012. These estimates represent the 
best estimates of WHO, computed using standard categories, definitions and 
methods to ensure cross-country comparability, and may not be the same as 
official national estimates. The estimates are rounded to the appropriate 
number of significant figures. Standardized to the WHO World Standard 
Population.

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Global Health Estimates

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Suicide rate

Method of measurement

Indicator name Age-standardized suicide rate (per 100 000)

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Number of suicides in a country in a year, divided by the population and 
multiplied with 100 000.

Indicator ID 4446

http://www.who.int/healthinfo/global_burden_disease/en/
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Beds for mental health in general hospitals, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Beds general hospitals

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Beds for mental health in general hospitals, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Mental health beds in general hospitals per 100,000 population

Indicator ID 2962
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Beds in community residential facilities, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Beds community

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Beds in community residential facilities, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Beds in community residential facilities per 100,000 population

Indicator ID 2964
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Beds in mental hospitals, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Beds mental hospitals

Method of measurement

Indicator name Beds in mental hospitals, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Beds in mental hospitals per 100,000 population

Indicator ID 2965
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Community residential facilities, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Community residential facilities

Method of measurement

Indicator name Community residential facilities, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Community residential facilities per 100,000 population

Indicator ID 2963
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Government expenditures on mental health as a percentage of total 
government expenditures on health, in %

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Percent

Topic

Name abbreviated Expenditures for mental health

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Government expenditures on mental health as a percentage of total 
government expenditures on health, in %

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Expenditures on mental health means the government expenditures on mental 
health as a percentage of total government expenditures on health.

Nominator: Mental health expenditures (in local currencly) / Denominator: Total 
health expenditures (in local currency) x 100

Indicator ID 2953
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Government expenditures on mental hospitals as a percentage of total 
government expenditures on mental health, in %

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Percent

Topic

Name abbreviated Expenditures for mental hospitals

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Government expenditures on mental hospitals as a percentage of total 
government expenditures on mental health, in %

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Government expenditures on mental hospitals means the government 
expenditures on mental hospitals as a percentage of total government 
expenditures on mental health.

Nominator: Mental hospital expenditures (in local currency) / Denominator: 
Total mental health expenditures (in local currency)

Indicator ID 2957
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Mental health day treatment facilities, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Mental health day treatment facilities

Method of measurement

Indicator name Mental health day treatment facilities, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Mental health day treatment facilities per 100,000 population

Indicator ID 2961



Indicator Code Book. Mental Health Resources

Page 11 / 19 Printed 8/15/2014 3:21:05 PM

Mental health legislation

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Categorical

Topic

Name abbreviated Mental health legislation

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Mental health legislation

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Existence of dedicated mental health legislation

Indicator ID 2956
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Mental health outpatient facilities, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Mental health outpatient facilities

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Mental health outpatient facilities, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Mental health outpatient facilities per 100,000 population

Indicator ID 2952
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Mental health plan

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Categorical

Topic

Name abbreviated Mental health plan

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Mental health plan

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Existence of a mental health plan. A mental health plan is a detailed 
preformulated scheme for implementing strategies for the promotion of mental 
health, the prevention of mental disorders, and treatment and rehabilitation. It 
details the strategies and activities that will be implemented to realize the 
objectives of the policy. It also specifies other crucial elements such as the 
budget and timeframe for implementing strategies and activities and specific 
targets that will be met. The plan also clarifies the roles of the different 
stakeholders in implementing the activities of the mental health plan. For the 
purposes of this questionnaire, mental health programmes are included. A 
mental health programme is a targeted intervention, usually short-term, with a 
highly focused objective for the promotion of mental health, the prevention of 
mental disorders, and treatment and rehabilitation.

Indicator ID 2951
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Mental health policy

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Categorical

Topic

Name abbreviated Mental health policy

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Mental health policy

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources Special studies

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Existence of an officially approved mental health policy

Indicator ID 2950

http://www.who.int/mental_health/evidence/atlasmnh
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Mental hospitals, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Mental hospitals

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Mental hospitals, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Mental hospitals per 100,000 populatoin

Indicator ID 2955
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Nurses working in mental health sector, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Nurses

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Nurses working in mental health sector, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Nurses working in mental health (per 100,000 population), including 
professionals working in private and public mental health facilities as well as 
priviate practice.

Indicator ID 2958
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Psychiatrists working in mental health sector, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Psychiatrists

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Psychiatrists working in mental health sector, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Psychiatrists working in mental health (per 100,000 population), including 
professionals working in private and public mental health facilities as well as 
private practice.

Indicator ID 2954
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Psychologists working in mental health sector, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Psychologists

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Psychologists working in mental health sector, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Psychologists working in mental health (per 100,000 population), including 
professionals working in private and public mental health facilities as well as 
private practice.

Indicator ID 2960
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Social workers working in mental health sector, per 100,000

Disaggregation

Unit of Measure

Method of estimation of global 
and regional aggregates

Method of estimation WHO survey - unadjusted

M&E Framework

Unit Multiplier

Links Mental Health Atlas

Comments

Limitations

Expected frequency of data 
dissemination

Expected frequency of data 
collection

Contact Person

Data Type Representation Rate

Topic

Name abbreviated Social workers

Method of measurement WHO survey

Indicator name Social workers working in mental health sector, per 100,000

ISO Health Indicators 
Framework

Preferred data sources

Other possible data sources

Associated terms

Rationale

Definition Social workers working in mental health (per 100,000 population), including 
professionals working in private and public mental health facilities as well as 
private practice.

Indicator ID 2959
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