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WHO support multisectoral country-level coordination of MHPSS 
through the IASC MHPSS Reference Group

Humanitarian Coordinator / Government leader

Inter-sector Coordination Group 

Health sector Protection sector
(with Child 

Protection, Gender 
Based Violence and 
Mine Action AoRs)

Education, 
Nutrition, CCCM 

and other 
sectors

MHPSS Cross-sectoral Working Group 
(with focal points in each of the sectors and with accountability in 

sectors. MHPSS activities to appear as relevant within Appeal 
chapters, rather than in a separate stand-alone Appeal chapter)

Challenges
• MHPSS is a neglected area
• Absence of a budget code for MHPSS in the Financial Tracking 

System

Support to MHPSS Technical Working Groups:
• IASC MHPSS Reference Group Teleconferences at beginning 

of emergencies to coordinate MHPSS response
• Country support missions
• Annual retreats for MHPSS TWG co-leads
• Inter-agency surge support (Dutch Standby partner)
• Practical operational tools



key resources for 
humanitarian 
responders  

Addressing mental health and psychosocial needs in EVD outbreaks

For field level 
workers and 
volunteers

For  General 
Health Workers 

For public health 
programme 

planners






