Fig. 2. Quick and Immediate Risk Assessment (QIRA) algorithm for potential adaptation for use in Member States or other areas
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No/2. Is further exposure likely to take place?
1. Does the signal or event involve a hazard predefined as a high threat in your geographical area? (Refer to the predefined list of high-risk hazards in your Member State or geographical area. If there is no list, choose unknown.)
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No3. Is the disease likely to be moderate to severe among cases in this population?
4.1 Are a significant number of people currently affected?
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Yes/ Unknown5.2 Are capacities for prevention and control measures in place?













No5.1 Is the health care system likely to be overwhelm ed?
5.2 Are capacities for prevention and control measures in place?







Yes


No/ Unknown


Yes

No/ Unknown



Yes


No/ Unknown



Yes


No/ Unknown5.2 Are capacities for prevention and control measures in place?



Very lowAdd immediate actions






LowAdd immediate actions





Add immediate actions

Moderate




Add immediate actions

High




Add immediate actions

Very high

Yes	Unknown






Notes for the steps in the algorithm: 1. Member States should always use Annex 2 of the International Health Regulations (2005; IHR) for any event that may meet the criteria for notification under IHR (2005). Decisions about notification under the Regulations are not conditional on the results of the QIRA algorithm. 2. If there is a risk of the event spreading internationally, information should be promptly shared with neighbouring countries and areas. Neighbouring countries and areas are encouraged to assess the risks associated with the possible importation of a disease. 3. If there is high level of public concern or political sensitivity, the event may require information to be released more rapidly, more intensive risk communication and more engagement by higher-level management. 4. If the hazard has not been predefined as a high threat in the geographical area assessed in the High-threat hazard domain or if there is no list of high-threat hazards for the area, consider other domains in the logical flow of the algorithm by following the pathway associated with answering no or unknown. 5. If the hazard is novel or unknown, the risk assessment team should decide whether to follow the pathway associated with answering yes or no for the High-threat hazard domain.
