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Covid-19 pandemic
PROGRESS AT RISK



WHO modelling and analysis

COVID-19 impact estimated on TB mortality

The estimated additional TB deaths are in excess of 

an expected 1.47 million TB deaths that would have 

been predicted in the absence of the Covid-19 

pandemic, based on recent trends prior to 2020. 

• For example, if global TB case detection decreases 

by an average 25% over a period of 3 months (as 
compared to the level of detection before the 

pandemic), an additional 190 000 TB deaths are 

predicted (a 13% increase), bringing the total to 

1.66 million TB deaths in 2020, near the global level 
of TB mortality of the year 2015, a serious setback in 

the progress towards the End TB strategy milestones 

and targets. 

• If case detection drops by 50% over a period of 3 

months, the number of TB deaths, 1.85 million (a 

26% increase), would be back to the level of 2012.

Consistent with Stop TB/Imperial College Model



WHO Survey: COVID-19 and National TB Programmes
Summary of Findings across over 200 countries and six WHO Regions



AFR AMR EMR EUR SEA WPR Total

No 15 16 10 17 2 8 68

Yes 28 21 10 16 9 20 104

Total 43 37 20 33 11 28 172



AFR AMR EMR EUR SEA WPR Total

Yes 13 7 2 5 6 6 39

No 15 11 8 11 3 12 60

DNK 1 3 0 3 0 3 10

Total 29 21 10 19 9 21 109



AFR AMR EMR EUR SEA WPR Total

Yes 9 19 9 15 7 13 72

No 25 8 5 2 3 6 49

DNK 3 1 0 4 0 1 9

Total 37 28 14 21 10 20 130



AFR AMR EMR EUR SEA WPR Total

Yes 21 20 14 19 3 13 90

No 23 17 6 15 8 16 85

Total 44 37 20 34 11 29 175



 

31 Dec 2019 
June 2020 

WHO COVID-19 response timeline 

January onwards 

Regular information exchange with WHO Regional Offices to monitor impact of COVID-19 on TB services 

WHO Global TB Programme actions to address TB and COVID-19 with partners and civil society 

20 March 

Launch of TB 
and COVID 
information 

note  

24 March 

WHO World TB Day Online talk 
show and joint virtual townhall 
with Stop TB on TB and COVID. 

Launch of TB preventive 
treatment guidelines and 

operational guide. 

4 April  

Updated 
information note 
on TB & COVID 

with clinical 
considerations 

12 April 

Scientific 
Brief: BCG 

vaccination 
&COVID-19 

April 

WHO 
modelling on 

impact of 
COVID-19 on 
TB mortality 

Close engagement with Global Fund, Stop TB, USAID and WHO Civil Society Taskforce on TB to support countries 

5 May 

Interim guidance: 
Community-based 

health care, including 
outreach and 

campaigns,in the 
context of COVID-19  

May-June 

Ongoing data 
collation and 

analysis from 200 
countries of 

COVID 19 impact 
on TB services 

1 June 

Operational 
Guidance: 
Maintaining 

essential health 
services in the 

COVID-19 context 

June 

Compendium 
of TB/COVID 

19 studies 
and research 

April- July: Multisectoral Accountability Framework checklist launched, release and dissemination of new guidelines on TB preventive treatment, rapid 
diagnostics, and MDR-TB treatment, and ongoing preparations of UN Secretary General 2020 Progress Report

WHO Timeline of COVID/TB actions



Key guidance, tools and collation of 
patient stories on TB and COVID-19



Development and roll out of 

guidelines, roadmaps and tools
WHO guideline updates and roll out 
important especially in time of crisis



IT’S TIME FOR 

ACCELERATED ACTION

for the millions 

affected by TB


