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Call for nomination of experts to serve on the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) Working Group on Cholera vaccines
 
Posted on: 28 April 2026
Deadline for application 12 June 2026 (6 weeks)
 
Background
The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization was established in 1999 to provide policy and strategy advice on vaccines and immunization to the Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO). SAGE is the principal advisory group to WHO for vaccines and immunization; all vaccine-and immunization-related topics of public health relevance for which WHO requires strategic and policy advice need to be reviewed by SAGE.
This SAGE Working Group on Cholera vaccines (from now on referred as SAGE WG) is established by the WHO Secretariat as a resource intended to support WHO in the preparation of SAGE deliberations by reviewing and providing evidence-based information and options for policy or strategy recommendations to be decided by SAGE. This SAGE WG is tasked to work on specific issues and address critical questions on behalf of SAGE and to prepare the background material for SAGE. 
Cholera remains a significant public health threat, particularly in humanitarian settings, fragile and conflict-affected contexts, and areas with inadequate water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH). Since the publication of the WHO position paper on cholera vaccines in 2017, new evidence has emerged, including:
· Expanded use of oral cholera vaccines (OCVs) in endemic, epidemic, and emergency settings;
· New data on vaccine effectiveness, duration of protection, indirect effects, and impact;
· Experience with single-dose strategies and delayed second doses in response to global supply constraints;
· Programmatic lessons from large-scale preventive and reactive vaccination campaigns;
· Developments in the global OCV supply landscape, stockpile management, and manufacturing;
· Advances in cholera surveillance, epidemiology, and outbreak response strategies, including alignment with the Global Roadmap to End Cholera by 2030.
In light of these developments, WHO will update the 2017 cholera vaccine position paper to ensure that global policy recommendations remain evidence-based, operationally relevant, and aligned with current public health needs. 
Terms of reference
With the support of the WHO Secretariat, this SAGE WG will perform or coordinate, a systematic assessment of the evidence in accordance with the SAGE process for evidence–review. 

Specifically, the WG will be asked to:  

· Review and synthesize evidence generated since 2017 on safety, immunogenicity, efficacy, effectiveness, impact and duration of protection of one or two doses of currently licensed and/or WHO-prequalified OCVs and novel cholera vaccines, including under controlled temperature chain.
· Assess the performance and safety of these vaccines in different endemicity settings and specific age- and population groups such as children <5 years of age, immunocompromised, pregnant women and people living with HIV.
· Assess the epidemiological and public health context for cholera vaccination, including endemicity, outbreak dynamics, humanitarian emergencies, elimination goals and integration with WASH and other cholera control interventions.
· Provide updated draft recommendations for SAGE’s consideration on reactive as well as preventive vaccination strategies, including different dosing regimens (one-dose versus two-doses), delayed dosing schedules as well as booster doses and revaccination in different settings, age groups and special populations.
 
Timelines
The SAGE WG will be established in the third trimester of 2026 and is expected to accomplish its tasks within 15-20 months and present its conclusions and recommendations to SAGE in 2027/2028.
A WHO position paper on cholera vaccines will be scheduled for publication in 2027/2028.
 
Mode of work
The SAGE WG will mainly meet virtually via Microsoft Teams video conferences. One face-to-face meeting may be convened in the Geneva area. 
 
Collective expertise needed in the SAGE WG
A broad range of expertise/disciplines relevant to: 
· cholera disease; 
· epidemiology/public health expertise, particularly in low income countries and humanitarian settings experiencing cholera outbreaks; 
· immunology; 
· bacteriology, 
· vaccinology in the domain of oral cholera vaccines and novel cholera vaccines;
· immunization programme planning/management, implementation and monitoring;
· mathematical modelling; 
· vaccine safety.
In the selection of the members, consideration shall be given to attaining an adequate distribution of technical expertise, geographical representation and gender balance.
Proposals for nominations should be sent to sageexecsec@who.int, along with: 
· an email indicating the relevant expertise/discipline (see above);
· a curriculum vitae;
· and a completed declaration of interest form.  
Only complete nominations received by 12 June 2026 will be considered. 
Information on the purpose, structure and functioning of SAGE WG is available at: www.who.int/groups/strategic-advisory-group-of-experts-on-immunization/working-groups
 
For more information on SAGE and SAGE working groups: 
· About SAGE 
· SAGE and SAGE WG methodologies 
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