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Outline

⚫ World Health Assembly Resolution

⚫ Global burden and endemicity maps of visceral and 

cutaneous leishmaniasis

⚫ Burden and distribution of post-kala-azar dermal 

leishmaniasis
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World Health Assembly resolution on the 

control of leishmaniasis, WHA60.13

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/wha60.13 
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Leishmaniases can be understood

⚫ Old World and New World

⚫ Anthroponotic and Zoonotic

⚫ Clinical forms
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Clinical forms of leishmaniases

(1) Visceral leishmaniasis (2) Cutaneous leishmaniasis (3) Mucosal leishmaniasis (4) Post-kala-azar

dermal leishmaniasis

Photo source: (1) Dhruv Pandey, WHO India, (2) Manual for CL in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region, (3) PKDL manual, WHO, (4) Dhruv Pandey, WHO India
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Endemicity of visceral leishmaniasis, 2023

73%
6%

13%

- Endemic countries: 80

- Population at risk: more than 

350 million

- Estimated annual cases*: 

30,200 (24, 600-38,4400) as 

per Global Burden of Disease 

(2021)

- VL (2021) was responsible for 

5,500 deaths (95% UI 1,590-

17,700) 

*Visceral leishmaniasis - Level 4 cause | Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation
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WHO Regional distribution and countries 

reporting >100 VL cases

WHO Regional distribution Countries reporting more than 100 cases

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/gho-ntd-leishmaniasis, 

accessed on 1 October, 2025
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Gender wise distribution of VL cases in 

high burden countries, 2014-2023
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Age wise distribution of VL cases in high 

burden countries, 2014-2023
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Endemicity of cutaneous leishmaniasis, 

2023

- Endemic countries: 90

- Population at risk: more than 

350 million population

- Estimated annual cases*: 

1.07 million (0.94-1.21 million) 

as per Global Burden of 

Disease (2021)

- DALYs: 393,000 (95% UI 

266,000-554,000) 

*Cutaneous and mucocutaneous leishmaniasis - Level 4 cause | Institute for Health Metrics 

and Evaluation

https://www.who.int/images/default-source/maps/leishmaniasis_cl_2023.png?sfvrsn=3b2bf98d_2 
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WHO Regional distribution and countries 

reporting >2500 CL cases

Countries reporting more than 2500 CL casesWHO Regional distribution

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/gho-ntd-leishmaniasis, 

accessed on 1 October, 2025
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Gender wise distribution of CL cases in 

high burden countries, 2014-2023

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Year

Male Female Gender unknownSource: WHO Integrated Data Platform, accessed on 1 October 2025



WHO Product Development for Vaccines Advisory Committee (PDVAC)|  October 20, 

202513 |

Age distribution of CL cases in high burden 

countries, 2014-2023
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Numbers of cases of post-kala-azar dermal 

leishmaniasis (PKDL), by WHO region, 

2014–2023
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Global Health Observatory

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/gho-ntd-leishmaniasis
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-wer-9945-653-669 

Previous years

No. 25, 2020, pp. 265–279 https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/332487/WER9525-265-279-eng-fre.pdf 

No. 35, 2021, pp. 401–419 https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-wer9635-401-419 

No. 45, 2022, pp. 575–590 https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-wer9745-575-590 

No. 40, 2023, pp. 471–487 https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-wer9840-471-487 
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Country profiles

Country Profiles – LeishinfoWHO-CC55

https://leishinfowho-cc55.es/country-profiles/
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Thank you


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Outline
	Slide 3: World Health Assembly resolution on the control of leishmaniasis, WHA60.13
	Slide 4: Leishmaniases can be understood
	Slide 5: Clinical forms of leishmaniases
	Slide 6: Endemicity of visceral leishmaniasis, 2023
	Slide 7: WHO Regional distribution and countries reporting >100 VL cases
	Slide 8: Gender wise distribution of VL cases in high burden countries, 2014-2023
	Slide 9: Age wise distribution of VL cases in high burden countries, 2014-2023
	Slide 10: Endemicity of cutaneous leishmaniasis, 2023
	Slide 11: WHO Regional distribution and countries reporting >2500 CL cases
	Slide 12: Gender wise distribution of CL cases in high burden countries, 2014-2023
	Slide 13: Age distribution of CL cases in high burden countries, 2014-2023
	Slide 14: Numbers of cases of post-kala-azar dermal leishmaniasis (PKDL), by WHO region,  2014–2023
	Slide 15: Global Health Observatory
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Country profiles
	Slide 18

