
SAGE extra-ordinary meeting, 21 January 2021

Introductory Presentation

Dr Hanna Nohynek, SAGE Member, Chair Working Group on COVID-19 Vaccination



Time Session Lead
12:00 Opening Director General, WHO
12:05 Welcome A Cravioto, K O’Brien
12:10 Introduction, session objectives & overview H Nohynek
12:20 Vaccine safety and efficacy data (mRNA1273) Moderna representatives
12:50 Questions All
13:20 Break
13:30 Assessment of evidence SAGE working group
14:00 Questions All
14:15 Draft recommendations H Nohynek
14:35 Discussion All
15:30 Closure
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Agenda 



3https://www.who.int/groups/strategic-advisory-group-of-experts-on-immunization/covid-19-materials

Key documents for guiding country decision-
making on COVID-19 vaccination
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State of COVID-19 Vaccines: key numbers 
(data as of 20 January 2021)

• 44 days since 1st countries started vaccinating1 and 25 days since all EU 
countries received vaccines

• 45 million vaccine doses have been administered:
o95% of these doses have been administered in 10 countries 

oAt least 7 different vaccines (3 platforms2) have been administered3

•Rollout has started in 52 countries (incl. 41 HICs; 9 UMICs; 1 LMIC4; 1 LIC5)  

1. Dec. 8, 2020 in the UK (Pfizer)
2. mRNA, Viral vector, Inactivated
3. Pfizer, Moderna, Gamaleya, Sinovac, Sinopharm, AZ (Covishield in India) and Covaxin
4. India
5. Guinea
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• 41 countries using 1 vaccine 
• 11 countries using 2 vaccines

# of countries using 
COVID vaccine products



Globally, 
0,54 doses / 100 people



Pathway to vaccine use in a country

Pathway to vaccine use in a 
country 

1. Regulatory authorization / 
import approval 

2. Policy on use

3. Procurement mechanism

4. Plan and execution of 
vaccine use

What needs to happen NOW 

1. EUL/PQ or SRA authorization 
& country authorization

2. SAGE1 recommendation 
& country policies  

3. COVAX deals and Allocation 
& country legal components 

4. NDVP2 

& country implementation

1. Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization
2. National Deployment and Vaccination Plan



As of 20 January 2021. https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-
within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process
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WHO PQ/EUL assessment timeline for COVID-19 Vaccines (1)

https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process
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WHO PQ/EUL assessment timeline for COVID-19 Vaccines (2)
As of 20 January 2021. https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-
within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process

https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process


COVAX Deals

• 2 billion doses 

• 6 products

• 5 producers 

• >1 B in options
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COVAX Facility is in a strong position to vaccinate, with the 
aim of initiating deliveries in February

COVAX Donations

• Principles for sharing COVID-19 Vaccine 
Doses with COVAX

• published 18 Dec 2020

• discussion ongoing with potential donors

https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/covid/covax/COVAX_Principles-COVID-19-Vaccine-Doses-COVAX.pdf
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Country Readiness

• 88 of 92 AMC countries submitted 
Vaccine Request Form

• 124 country readiness assessments 
(incl. 64 AMC countries)

Indemnification & Liability

• model indemnification language
established (8 January 2021)

• no-fault compensation mechanism
developed (end-January 2021)

COVAX Participant Countries are ready to begin administering 
COVID-19 vaccines

Regulatory Pathways for rapid in-country import & emergency use authorizations
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