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	[bookmark: _Hlk52175082]Day 1: Monday, 5 October2026 (time is Central European Time (CET))

	Time CET
	Session
	Purpose of session, target outcomes and questions for SAGE
	Duration

	9:00
	Closed SAGE meeting
	Preparation of the sessions of the day. 
	1h 45 min.

	10:45
	Break
	Break
	15 min.

	11:00
	Opening 
T. Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, WHO. 5 min. 
Welcome – introduction of participants
K. O’Brien. Director of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals (IVB) Department, WHO. 5 min.
A. Scott. SAGE Chair. 3 min.
A. Wilder-Smith. SAGE Secretariat, IVB. WHO. 2 min.
	
	15 min.

	11:15
	Global report, including IA2030 annual progress report & Future of Immunization – Session 1 (Part 1)
Report from the Director of IVB. K. O’Brien, WHO. 30 min. 
Update from Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. S. Nishtar, Gavi CEO. 15 min. 
Discussion. 1h
	FOR INFORMATION

	1h 45 min.

	13:00
	Lunch Break
	Break
	1h

	14:00
	Regional reports – Session 1 (Part 2)
Presentations from AFRO, EMRO, EURO. 10 min. each. 
Discussion. 30 min. 
Presentations from PAHO, WPRO, SEARO. 10 min. each. 
Discussion. 30 min. 
	FOR DISCUSSION
Each Regional report focuses on one theme of particular importance for the Region
	2h 

	16:00
	Break
	Break 
	15 min.

	16:15
	Ebola vaccines – Session 2
Introduction. Helen Rees, Chair of SAGE WG on Ebola vaccines. 5 min.
Overview of BVD outbreak epidemiology. TBC, WHO AFRO. 15 min.
Landscape of BVD vaccine candidates and update on ongoing/planned vaccine trials. M. Doherty, WHO. 10 min.
Review of emerging evidence on use of Ebola vaccines for BVD outbreak response and existing WHO guidance. TBC. 15 min. 
Discussion. 15 min. 
	FOR INFORMATION 
SAGE will receive an update on the epidemiology of Bundibugyo virus disease (BVD) and the progress of BVD vaccine candidates. SAGE will also be asked to review the available evidence on the cross-protection conferred by Ervebo® against BVD and to advise whether the evidence supports the current WHO emergency guidance that Ervebo® should not be used as a public health intervention during BVD outbreaks.
	1h  

	17:15
	End of day 1
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Day 2: Tuesday, 6 October 2026

	Time CET
	Session
	Purpose of session, target outcomes and questions for SAGE
	Duration

	9:00
	Closed SAGE meeting
	Finalization of recommendations of day 1. Preparation of the sessions of the day. Other important discussion items.
	1h 45 min.

	10:45
	Break
	Break
	15 min.

	[bookmark: _Hlk49791163]11:00
	Yellow Fever vaccines – Session 3
Introduction to the session. G. Gray, Chair of the SAGE YF vaccine WG. 15 min.
Yellow fever epidemiology and current vaccination strategies. K. Salami. WHO. 15 min.
Systematic review on yellow fever fractional dose immunogenicity and safety, C. Iwu-Jaja 20 min.
YF vaccine market study, G. Stathopoulos, WHO. 10 min.
Discussion on draft recommendations. G. Gray, Chair of the SAGE YF vaccine WG. 60 min.
	FOR RECOMMENDATION
Present SAGE with updated evidence on fractional-dose yellow fever vaccination, including its potential role in the context of financial constraints affecting vaccination campaigns. SAGE will review and discuss whether the current recommendations on fractional-dose vaccination for outbreak response should be updated and, in particular, whether fractional-dose vaccination could be used in preventive vaccination campaigns to improve their affordability and facilitate implementation at scale.
	2h

	13:00
	Lunch Break
	Break 
	1h

	14:00
	HPV vaccines – Session 4
Introduction and key questions. C. Vizzotti, HPV vaccines WG Chair. 10 min.
WHO update on HPV programming landscape and progress of HPV vaccine introduction. P. Bloem, WHO. 15 min.
Key new evidence on single-dose HPV vaccine schedules to inform decision making on reduced schedules. HPV WG member (tent. A. Pollard TBC). 15 min.
Systematic reviews of evidence on HPV vaccine. N. Henschke, Cochrane Response. 15 min.
Modelling. M Brisson (TBC). 10 min. 
Discussion. 25 min.

	FOR RECOMMENDATION
Present SAGE with updated evidence on single dose HPV vaccination schedule to consider strengthening the permissive recommendation on single dose and extending single doe use to a wider age range.
 

	1h 30 min.

	15:30
	Break
	Break
	15 min.

	15:45
	HPV vaccines – Session 4
Conclusions and proposed recommendations. C. Vizzotti. 15 min.
Discussion. 75 min.
	FOR RECOMMENDATION

	1h 30 min. 
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	End of day 2
	
	






	Day 3: Wednesday, 7 October 2026
	
	

	Time
CET
	Session
	Purpose of session, target outcomes and questions for SAGE
	Duration

	9:00
	Closed SAGE meeting
	Finalization of recommendations of day 2. Preparation of the sessions of the day. Other important discussion items.
	1h 45 min.

	10:45
	Break
	Break
	15 min.

	11:00
	Mpox vaccines – Session 5
Introduction to the session, Rebecca Grais mpox WG Chair 10 min.
Mpox epidemiology. TBC. 20 min.
Updated systematic review on mpox vaccine effectiveness and safety. L. Pischel, Yale. 20 min.
Discussion on draft recommendations 70 min.
	FOR RECOMMENDATION
Present SAGE with updated evidence and epidemiological information on mpox, and discuss potential updates to the current recommendations for mpox vaccination in outbreak settings, as well as the potential expansion of preventive vaccination recommendations to additional populations at increased risk
	2h 


	13:00
	Lunch Break
	Break
	1h

	14:00
	Diphtheria-containing vaccines for outbreak response – Session 6
Problem statement. S. Kochhar, Chair of SAGE ad hoc expert group. A. Vilajeliu, WHO. 15 min.
Regional updates on diphtheria epidemiology and outbreak response experience. WHO Regional Representatives. 5 min each.
Discussion. 15 min.
	FOR RECOMMENDATION 
In the context of diphtheria outbreaks reported globally, SAGE will be asked to provide guidance on optimizing the use of diphtheria-containing vaccines for outbreak response, particularly for mass vaccination, across different setting archetypes. This guidance will complement the existing WHO Position Paper on diphtheria vaccines.
	1h

	15:00
	Break
	Break
	15 min.

	15:15
	Diphtheria-containing vaccines for outbreak response – Session 6
Modelling on use of diphtheria-containing vaccines for optimizing outbreak response. S. Truelove, Johns Hopkins University and L. Keegan, Utah University. 15 min + 45 min for questions.
Proposed recommendations and discussion. S. Kochhar, Chair of SAGE ad hoc expert group. 60 min.
	FOR RECOMMENDATION

	2h 

	17:15
	End of the plenary meeting Day 3
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	Day 4: Thursday, 8 October 2026
	
	

	Time 
CET
	Session
	Purpose of session, target outcomes and questions for SAGE
	Duration

	[bookmark: _Hlk199149118]9:00
	Closed SAGE meeting 
	Finalization of recommendations of day 3. Preparation of the sessions of the day. Other important discussion items.
	1h 45 min.


	10:45
	Break
	Break
	15 min.

	11:00
	Polio vaccines –  Session 7
Session overview by Z. Memish, WG Chair, 5 minutes
Update from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) including brief on GPEI governance. TBC, WHO, 15 min.
Questions. 15 min.
Update on bOPV Cessation Planning, O. Mach, WHO. 5 min.
Recommendation on IPV use in routine and outbreak immunizations for countries with persistent poliovirus transmission (WPV or VDPV); O. Mach & A.  Bandyopadhyay, WHO and Gates Foundation. 15 min.
Questions: 20 min.
Report from the SAGE Polio Working Group including update on nOPV development; and proposed recommendations. Z. Memish, WG Chair. 15 min.
Discussion: 30 min.
	FOR RECOMMENDATION
SAGE will be informed on the current status of the polio eradication program and on the implementation of the new polio action plan. 

SAGE will be informed about current status of bOPV Cessation planning; and about development of novel OPV1 and 3

SAGE will be asked to review and consider for recommendation:  

1. Recommendation on IPV use in routine and outbreak immunization for countries with persistent poliovirus transmission (WPV or VDPV)

	2h

	13:00
	Closing of plenary meeting
	
	10 min

	13:10
	Break
	Break
	50 min.

	14:30
	Closed SAGE meeting and next steps
	Finalization of recommendations of the day 4 morning session. 
	1h 

	15:30
	Closed SAGE meeting 
	 Meeting with RITAG Chairs
	Parallel meetings
	1h

	16:30
	Closing with SAGE members and WHO SAGE Secretariat
	
	45 min.

	17:15
	End of the SAGE meeting
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