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70th WHA - Sepsis report and resolution 



 to include prevention, diagnosis and treatment of sepsis in national health 

systems strengthening in the community and in health care settings, according to 

WHO guidelines  

 to reinforce existing strategies or develop new ones leading to strengthened 

infection prevention and control programmes… 

 to continue in their efforts to reduce antimicrobial resistance and promote the 

appropriate use of antimicrobials…including the development and implementation of 

comprehensive antimicrobial stewardship activities  

 to develop and implement standard and optimal care and strengthen medical 

countermeasures for diagnosing and managing sepsis in health emergencies, 

including outbreaks, through appropriate guidelines with a multisectoral approach  

 to increase public awareness of the risk of progression to sepsis from infectious 

diseases, through health education, including on patient safety… 

 

 

Recommendations to MS (1) 



 to develop training for all health professionals on infection prevention and patient 

safety, and on the importance of recognizing sepsis… and of communicating with 

patients, relatives and other parties using the term “sepsis” in order to enhance public 

awareness 

 to promote research …, including research for new antimicrobial and alternative 

medicines, rapid diagnostic tests, vaccines and other important technologies, 

interventions and therapies 

 to apply and improve the use of the International Classification of Diseases 

system to establish the prevalence and profile of sepsis and antimicrobial resistance, 

and to develop and implement monitoring and evaluation tools …including the 

development and fostering of specific epidemiologic surveillance systems… 

 to engage further in advocacy efforts to raise awareness of sepsis, in particular 

through supporting existing activities held every year on 13 September in Member 

States  

Recommendations to MS (2) 

–IT IS THE DUTY OF ALL ORGANIZATIONS  

–TO SUPPORT MS IN THIS PLAN 
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View of stakeholders on the 70th WHA resolution 

• WHA 70.7  

–http://apps.who.int 

/gb/e/e_wha70.html  

• Reinhart K et al. 

NEJM 2017 

http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha70.html
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha70.html
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha70.html


 to develop WHO guidance including guidelines, as appropriate, on sepsis 

prevention and management  

 to draw attention to the public health impact of sepsis, including by publishing a 

report on sepsis describing its global epidemiology and impact on the burden of 

disease, and identifying successful approaches for integrating the timely 

diagnosis and management of sepsis into existing health systems… 

 to support Member States, as appropriate, to define standards and establish the 

necessary guidelines, infrastructures, laboratory capacity, strategies and tools for 

reducing the incidence of, mortality from and long-term complications of sepsis 

 to collaborate with other organizations in the United Nations system, partners, 

international organizations and other relevant stakeholders…while taking into 

account relevant existing initiatives 

 to report to the Seventy-third World Health Assembly on the implementation of 

this resolution  

 

Recommendations to WHO’s DG 
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• WHA 70.7 http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha70.html  

• Reinhart K et al. NEJM 2017; 377;414-17 

View of stakeholders on the 70th WHA resolution 

http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha70.html
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Main aspects of sepsis  
according to the resolution  

1. Epidemiology and global burden of sepsis 

2. Prevention  

3. Diagnosis  

4. Clinical management, including AMR 
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Main actions for tackling sepsis  
according to the resolution  

 Awareness raising activities 

 Reports 

 Policies  

 Evidence-based guidelines 

 Implementation strategies 

 Education and training activities  

 Research 

 Networking, coordinating partners’ actions 
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1st Technical Expert Meeting on Sepsis - Objectives 

• To share an overview of major initiatives ongoing 
worldwide on sepsis  

• To present current WHO activities and plans 

• To discuss global needs and priorities for action  

• To gather input on the critical role of WHO and key 
areas of work 

• To explore collaborations between WHO and other key 
players with the common goal of progressing the sepsis 
agenda 
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Main agenda sessions 

 Overview of WHO work on sepsis  

 Overview of international sepsis activities and situation  

 Working groups on mapping out global work on sepsis and 
identification of gaps and actions needed 

 Priorities and plans for action at country and international 
level  

 Roles, responsibilities and collaborations to disseminate the 
resolution and implement the plans 

 Closing remarks 

 


