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 For any illness to rise to political 
prominence, it needed 

marketing..... A disease 
needed to be transformed 
politically before it could be 
transformed scientifically. 

 

Sepsis patients did not have a 
lobby  



Strategy of the GSA to Foster a 
Sepsis Lobby   
•Bring together all existing national and international  
professional societies and patient advocate groups 

•Support and learn from each other to develop 
effective strategies to get sepsis on the agenda 

•To generate and collect data on the human, 
medical and economic burden and of sepsis 

•To document the poor awareness/knowledge of lay 
poeple and stakeholders   



 
 

GSA Founding Organizations in 
2010 

•World Federation of Societies of Intensive 
and Critical Care Medicine 

  
•World Federation of Pediatric Intensive and 

Critical Care Societies 
 

• International Sepsis Forum 
 

•Sepsis Alliance USA 
 

•World Federation of Critical Care Nurses 





Success Factors: Mobilization of UN 
Member States 

 

Vienna Sept. 4th 2015 





Success Factors: Support and Encouragement by 
high ranked policy makers and health authorities 



Success Factors: Engagement of 
Patients and their Families 



Success Factors: Delineating the Knowledge 
Gaps on the  Burden of Sepsis   

Global estimates of hospital treated 
sepsis cases/year 30.7 million 

at least six million deaths   

About 80% of the global mortality 
caused by infections occur in 

LIMCS amd MICS 

Fleischmann et al AJRCCM, 2016 



Improving the representation of Sepsis in the 
GBDR 

Lozano R et al Global and Regional Mortality…, Lancet 2012 



Success Factors: Improving the Knowledge on the  
Burden of Sepsis  

• Severe Sepsis 687/100 000  
• Mortality  19.8% 
• Only 15% coded in ICD 
 
Extrapolation for Europe 
• Annual Sepsis Cases 3.427.521  
• Annual Deaths:             678.649 

 
 



Between 2009-2014 In The US Less Than 50% 
of Sepsis Cases were Coded In the ICD-9 

•According to EHRs 5.9% of all admissions 
had sepsis. Neither the numbers nor the 
mortality rate changed over time.  

•Only 1.3% of sepsis cases were had ICD-9 
sepsis codes in 2009 compared to 2.5% and  
mortality decreased 

 Rhee at al JAMA 2017 (Funding CDC) 
  





Assessing the Poor Awareness and  
Knowledge on Sepsis    



  

Report by the National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death – 2015 in UK  

Documentation of the Poor the Quality 
of Sepsis Care 



Demonstrating That The Quality of 
Sepsis Management Can Be Improved   
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Elaborating the Inequalities in Sepsis 
Mortality Among Different Countries 

•Australia     2000-2012: 35,0%           18,5%  
•England      2000-2012: 45,5%           32,1% 
•USA            2009-2014: 39,9%           23,2% 
•Germany    2010-2013: 47.8%            43.6%  
•Brazil          2015                                 55,7% 
•Turkey        2015                                 62,6% 
                                                         

                  

       

       

           



Google hits as of January 2018 for 
the following World Health Days: 
• Sepsis   9.4 Mio 
• AIDS    15.7 Mio 
• Cancer 17 Mio 



Developing Novel Approaches for 
Education and Communication 

 



•USA                        44% to  55% 
•UK                          40% to  67% 
•Germany                49% to  62% 
•Brasil                        7% to  14% 

These Joint Efforts Resulted in an 
Increase in Sepsis Awareness  2013-
2016  



GSA Key Goals for 2018- 2020  Goals 
for 2018- 2020 A Key Goals for 2018- 
2020 • Have a Global Sepsis Action 
Plan 

• National cross-sectoral 
coalitions in at least 50% UN 
member states  

• At least 25% of countries with 
effective and funded national 
sepsis plans in place  

• Regional sepsis alliances in all 
continents where WHO holds 
regional offices 

• Have World Sepsis Day  
mandated by WHA/WHO 
 

 
. 



Countries With Nationwide Sepsis Activities 
or Intented national Sepsis Plans: 

• Australia 
• Abu Dhabi 
• Brazil 
• Canada 
• England  
• Germany 
• Ireland 
• Oman 

 

• Scotland  
• Spain 
• Saudi Arabia 
• Sudan 
• Turkey 
• Wales 
• Uganda 
• USA/ New York State… 

 





 



  

 

Vaccination 

 

Reduction of 

nosocomial 

infection 

 

WAHS 

 

 

National  & Global 

Infection Management Plans 

Prevention 

 

Early detection 

 

Treatment as 

emergency 

 

Quality 

assurance 

 

Sepsis 
 

Antibiotic-

Stewardship 

 

Prevention of 

misuse 

 

One-health-

approach 

 

AMR-Strategy 

Sepsis Must Become The Keystone of 
Any Infection Management Plans  



                       Share Our Vision 

 
 
 
                  
                   A World Free of Sepsis 
 


