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Key updates

COVID-19 transmission in the Maldives

13,537 COVID-19 cases have been reported in the Maldives till date. COVID-19 transmission
is stable with decreasing number of weekly reported cases both in Male and outside. Majority
of the cases infected locally have a link to Male”. The first lot of genetic sequencing of the
COVID-19 samples have Clade G variant only. Based on current scientific evidence, all
clades are still similar in their phenotype and no major impact on countermeasures

(diagnostics,  therapeutics

and vaccines) is expected.
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after they met discharge criteria. 4 COVID-19 case are currently being treated in the ICU and
amongst them a 57 year old female is critical and supported by ventilator.

There are currently only 38 active cases in the atolls. Increasing imported cases are also
being observed amongst incoming travelers. Active cases outside of the greater Male’ region
are being observed in operational and non-operational resorts rather than in the inhabited
islands. The bigger clusters of cases reported earlier in the month have all recovered. These
clusters were reported in Haa Dhaalu Atoll ( 12 cases), Laamu atoll ( 58 cases) and Seenu
Gan cluster ( 56 imported cases). Island task force implemented the control measures in
close consultation of the Health Emergency Operation Center and active involvement of the
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effective and further supported by increase in the case doubling time from 206 days in week

25 —to 239 days currently.
SAMPLE POSITIVE RATE BY TESTED DATE (DAILY)
High testing rate has been the
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positive rate has been 1 percent or less over the entire week despite the high number of tests
which indicate low levels of transmission. WHO'’s strategic investment in laboratory system
strengthening has been a great asset to the government

Roughly 45,000 tourists have visited the country since the opening of the border on 15 July,

2020. More than 4,000 tourists TOP 10 NATIONALITIES OF ARRIVALS ON 22 DEC 2020
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stayed in island guest houses.
The recent arrivals have been
predominantly from countries with high COVID-19 transmission. Health Emergency
Operations Center continues to be very vigilant, especially as these tourist establishments
can trigger community outbreaks. The operations in the guest houses will be guided by the
tourism guideline developed by Health Protection Agency in consultation with WHO and
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Public Health announced strict financial penalties for people violating compliance measures
on 22 December 2020.

Link to Ministry of Health COVID-19 Dash Board is available at
https://covid19.health.gov.mv/dashboard/?c=0

Link to WHO Maldives web pages on COVID-19 is available at
https://www.who.int/maldives/news/detail/31-01-2020-updates-on-novel-corona-virus-

(COVID-19)
COVID-19 Weekly Spending Report

As of 17 December 2020, total spending towards COVID-19 health and social efforts stood
at MVR 1,362.6 million ( about USD 90 million); a 1.5% increase from the week before. In
this review period 43.8% of total health and social spending was committed-spending. In
terms of week-on-week spending, Ministry of Health registered the highest spending
compared to its peers. The majority of their spending was on Supplies and Requisites for
Service Provision. Over the review period, other agencies only reported small incremental
changes in their spending.

COVID-19 HEALTH & SOCIAL SPENDING

By Business Area & Trust Fund***

Mational Deaster Managament Authaorily _ 871.7
Ministry of Health _ 2465
Indira Gandhi Mamadal Haspdtal - 869
Maldives National Defence Force ] 42
Miinistry of Mational Planning and infrasiructure . 37.3
Maldives Police Service l 244
Mirestry of Foraign Affairs I &8
National social Pratection Agancy I B.é
Ministry of Gander, Family & Social Services | 34
Miristry of Higher Education | 33
HMational Drog Agancy 11
Maldives Immigration 0.9
Ministry of Tourksm l 290
Disaster Managemen! Fund - B4.08

Toursm Activilies Implementation Fund . 29.0
By Ty

As of 17 December 2020, total disbursements made to Emergency Recovery Programme
schemes stood at MVR 1,398.5 million, a 1.3% increase from the previous week. Over the
review period, MVR 17.8 million ( USD 93 million) was disbursed towards the implementation
of Income Support Allowance. There were no additional disbursements made towards any of
the ERP schemes.
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