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The Top Five Improvements for Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance

System in 2019

1. Largest number of jurisdictions in Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS) history: 78 jurisdictions
(including the U.S., states, local education agencies, territories, and tribal governments) conducted a Youth Risk
Behavior Survey (YRBS) and obtained data representative of their student populationdthe most jurisdictions in
the surveillance system's 30-year history.

2. Expanded data on adolescent health behaviors: Increased data coverage (67 jurisdictions in 2017 and 78 juris-
dictions in 2019) allows public health practitioners to track adolescent health indicators among high school
students across the U.S. and make comparisons between different jurisdictions.

3. Use of nonresponse bias analyses: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) piloted the use of
nonresponse bias analyses for state and local survey data to ensure high data quality.
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• In low- and lower-middle-income countries, the adolescent popula�on (10–19 years) is increasing and will 
con�nue to do so over the coming decades, while it is decreasing in upper-middle-income and high-income 
countries. Trends in the child popula�on (0–9 years) are similar.

• The overall popula�on has shown drama�c increases in all income groups since 1980. These trends are 
projected to con�nue, par�cularly in low- and lower-middle-income countries.

• The popula�on of older people (60 years of age and over) is increasing drama�cally across income groups. 
• With the increases in the overall popula�on, and in the popula�on of older people in par�cular, the 

percentage of adolescents in the total popula�on has been decreasing since 1980 across all income groups 
with the excep�on of low-income countries. It is projected to con�nue to decrease everywhere, including in 
low-income countries.


