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Nomenclatures: what is needed from the 
Biomedical and Clinical Engineering viewpoint

• Open-access
• No costs for use
• Easily accessible / downloadable
• Simple to manipulate

The possibility of grouping categories at several levels is vital for 
both Health Technology Management (HTM) and Assessment 
(HTA)



Base principles of European Medical Devices 
Nomenclature (EMDN)

• Regulators-led
• Structured
• Predictable
• Transparent
• Inclusive
• Available
• Accessible
• International



Challenges 

• Performing comparisons between institutions
• Keeping track of procurement by type of devices
• Planning and budgeting
• Assessing facilities
• Post-market surveillance and post-market clinical follow-up
• Cybersecurity 



Need for interoperability!
Semantic ontologies and Linked (Open) Data can do the job



Semantic 
ontologies for 
interoperability
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