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WHO thanks you very much for your participation in the meeting to discuss the standardization 
of medical devices nomenclature, as mandated by WHA74. 

Please find below the survey for the NGOs, as mentioned during our meeting. Please provide all 
the evidence required for every statement provided (for example, website screenshots, links to 
your website or attach the documents required). 

 

1. Is your organization currently using one or more Medical Device Nomenclatures? If yes, 
please indicate: We use a mix of our own nomenclature and of the GMDN one because 
our item code and descriptions are used in our ERP for supply chain and are 
brand/model specific as soon as the equipment needs accessories and spareparts. 
We don’t have a generic nomenclature in addition to this and neither a GMAO which 
keep track of equipment/maintenances etc. All is followed through our ERP. 

a. which one(s) do you use? 
EMDN  
GMDN yes 

UMDNS  
UNSPSC  

none  
Other, specify: 
 
Developed by your organization: Yes:             , No: 
 
b. In which language(s) is your nomenclature available? 

English English as a standard 
Spanish  
French French translation exist on some cases but this is 

not always the case. 
Russian  
Chinese  
Arabic  

 



c. Please provide a copy of your license agreement including any subscription or other 
costs associated with the use of your nomenclature 
 
We have a free access to gmdn website. 
 

d. Is the subscription free? For each level and in what conditions? 
 
Yes, it is an unformal agreement, the GMDN gives us access. 

 

 

 

 

e. What are the limitation(s) of the nomenclature(s) used? 
Limitations / Nomenclature EMDN GMDN UMDNS UNSPSC Other 
Language      
Definitions      
Terms      
Hierarchy      
Codes      
Structure      
Continuous updating      
Economical resources      
Other (specify)  It is not used 

by all 
organization 
which make it 
difficult to 
work on 
harmonization. 

   

 
2. Does your NGO see the need for using a standardized nomenclature? Please elaborate.  

 
Yes, especially when we want to collaborate with other organisations such as MSF, The 
Red Cross national societies etc. 
It would help to identifiy the equipment in common we have. 
The limits are nevertheless the budget and human resources to be associated to such a 
project. We are in a context of resources cut and the medical device nomenclature is 
not part of the ICRC priorities. 
 

3. Please describe the reasons your NGO uses the Nomenclature 
a. Planning and evaluation X 
b. Budget and financing X 
c. Procurement, supply X 
d. Maintenance (CMMS) X 
e. Medical Technologies quality assurance and surveillance X 
f. Medical Technologies Assessment  X 
g. Complete follow up to supply chain for medical devices X 
h. Other (specify):  



 
 
4. Please describe how codes / nomenclature are used by your final users (beneficiaries)? 

The nomenclature we use is only used in our ERP and internally to allow the health 
departements to preparte their budget place their orders and to allow the supply chain 
to do the associated work. 
It is used when we setup mobile hospitals from scratch (which are not the majority of 
our projects) and not used by our very final customers who are the health structures 
from Ministry of health of different countries.  
 
 
 

5. How do you reconcile when your final users use different nomenclature than the NGO is 
using? 
We don’t reconcile 
 
 

6. Do you map nomenclatures? If yes, how do you map them? 
Yes, we have an item tree per type of equipment which is part of the item codes:  
X = 1st family ex: medical equipment and surgical instruments portfolio 
XSIN = Group ex: surgical instruments 
XSINDERM = Family ex: Dermatome 
Final code and nomenclature: XSINDERMHUMECA DERMATOME, Cordless, Humeca D8
 0 
 
 

 

7. Have you had any experience working with Unique Device Identifiers?  If so, please 
describe any nomenclature-related work in this area. 
We are in the very beginning of this project and I should onboard new supplier in UDI by 
the end of the year. 
 

 

Please send this questionnaire, one per NGO before 26th of August to medicaldevices@who.int 

Thank you ! 


