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Context  

Western Cape Department of Health (1 of 9+1)
.... > 400 health/specialised facilities (focus on PHC)
.... > 50 hospitals incl. 3 academic hospitals
.... > 30,000 employees

National Department of Health
.... Framework for Health Technology Policies

National HT System with 4 sub-systems: Assessment; Planning; Procurement; Utilisation & Maintenance

.... Health Technology Strategy 

National Treasury
....  Strategic Procurement (e.g. transversal contracts)
....  Supporting systems (financial, asset and maintenance management, ...) 
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Life-Cycle Management of Medical Devices 
Ecosystem / Enabling Environment

 Policy, SOPs, Guidelines, Norms & Standards
 HT Planning & Procurement 
 Decentralised Maintenance Service 
 Maintenance Management System (MMS) 
 CE/HTM Capacity Development 

(Bodies of Knowledge & Practice)

Standardised Medical Device Nomenclature System 
= essential building block for all the above

.... of fundamental importance for Medical 
Device Asset Register that informs:

• asset types, counts, locations and values
• service delivery issues – resource availability
• safety issues – hazard alerts and recalls
• standardisation - cost-effective acquisition & 

utilisation
• identification of maintenance requirements 
• replacement planning
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LOGIS

Asset Register / Data Set I
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System / Data Set II



System / Data Set III
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System / Data Set IV



System / Data Set V
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System / Data Set VI



System / Data Set VII
In combining incomplete and non-standardised 
data sets of variable integrity and completeness ....

.... the task often becomes one similar to:

Blind Men and the Elephant 
(Buddhist parable)
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Multiple data sets 
.... inconsistent, not aligned, of varying quality, on different platforms

Optimised life-cycle management hampered
.... and therefore access to medical devices and ultimately Universal Health Coverage

Clean-up, alignment and integration of data sets 
....  build value-add hierarchy: data -> information -> evidence -> knowledge -> practice  

Moving to a standardised nomenclature
.... a single MDNS will not align with all needs (one size does not fit all)
.... focus as HT Managers and Clinical Engineers at the service coalface is an MDNS that is robust, 

accessible and user-friendly given the many different user profiles (many non-technical) 
.... WHO Open-Source (EMDN); links to MeDevIS (disease burden & related interventions)
.... SAHPRA (regulatory authority) likely to continue using GMDN (aligned with IMDRF)

WHO Open-Source MDNS and related Mapping initiative is timely and welcomed 
- will have significant and lasting impact in the achievement of UHC

Status Quo / next steps



.

Thank you for this opportunity

mladen.poluta@westerncape.gov.za
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