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In June 2023, WHO published a report Left behind in pain [link], which describes the 

extent and causes of global variations in access to morphine for medical use. In this 

webinar, leading experts will reflect on their endeavours to transform clinical services and 

policy landscape to ensure safe access to morphine and other strong opioids. These 

include how to overcome cultural barriers in China, service barriers across islands in the 

Philippines, local production of oral liquid morphine in East Africa, safeguarding access 

during economic crisis in Lebanon, and recalibrate policy in Australia to ensure safe 

access. The expert panel will exchange their views on ways for overcoming the long-

standing challenges in bringing safe access to people in need globally. 

Expert panel
Rumalie (Mae) Corvera
Palliative Medicine Specialist, Asian Cancer Institute - Asian Hospital and Medical Centre 

President and CEO, Ruth Foundation for Palliative and Hospice Care, Philippines 

President, National Hospice and Palliative Care Council of the Philippines 

Janane Hanna
Clinical nurse specialist, Balsam-the Lebanese Center for Palliative Care, American 

University of Beirut Medical Centre, Lebanon

Suzanne Nielsen
Professor and Deputy Director, Monash Addiction Research Centre, Monash University, 

Australia

Emmanuel Luyirika
Executive Director, the African Palliative Care Association, Uganda

Xiaohong Ning
Director and Associate Professor, Center for Palliative Care Medicine 

Peking Union Medical College Hospital, China

September is Pain Awareness Month!
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