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MAKING HEALTH SYSTEMS DELIVER

 

Health systems around the world face
surging demand for care of people
with COVID-19, with critical challenges
disrupting the delivery of health
services. 
 
People living with NCDs are at
heightened risk of becoming severely ill
or dying from COVID-19, and the latest
data shows massive disruptions in
access to NCD services worldwide,
which threatens a long-term upsurge in
deaths from NCDs. 
 
This webinar explores the latest data
and operational guidance, with key
insights from experts and country
perspectives on how to balance the
demands of the health system during
the pandemic, and how to execute an
adaptive, forward-looking strategy
inclusive of NCDs to build back better. 

AGENDA
 

WHO HQ/NCD                         contact Hogendorfm@who.int

COVID-19 and NCD: 
Deadly Interplay and Continuity Response

 

 ABOUT

REGISTER NOW



SPEAKERS

 

 
Dr Bente Mikkelsen
Director, Department of NCD at WHO HQ in
Geneva. Formerly: Director, Division of NCDs and
Promoting Health through the Life-course at the
WHO Regional Office for Europe; Head of
Secretariat for the Global Coordination
Mechanism on the prevention and control of NCDs
(WHO GCM/NCD); and CEO of the Southern and
Eastern Norway Regional Health Authority. Dr.
Mikkelsen is trained as a Gynaecologist and
Obstetrician and holds a Master’s degree in
Health Administration and Management from the
University of Oslo. 
>mikkelsenb@who.int
 
 
Dr Temo Waqanivalu 
Unit head, Integrated Service Delivery,
Department of NCD at WHO HQ in Geneva.
Formerly: Team Lead for Diet and Physical Activity
in the Prevention of NCD; and Coordinator NCD
and Health Promotion of the WHO Division of
Pacific Technical Support (DPS) of the Western
Pacific region. Dr. Waqanivalu is trained as a
medical doctor and has served as public health
physician and National Advisor on NCD in the
Ministry of Health of the Fiji Islands.
>waqanivalut@who.int
 
 

Dr Jill Farrington
Head of Secretariat of WHO Working Group on
COVID-19 and NCDs and Coordinator,
Noncommunicable Diseases, WHO Regional
Office for Europe. Dr. Farrington has extensive
public health experience working across over 50
countries. She has previously worked in public
health for the UK NHS, Nuffield Centre for
International Health and Development, Leeds, UK
and as an occasional consultant for WHO and the
World Bank.
>farringtonj@who.int

 
 
 
 

 
 
Ms Lea Kilenga Masamo 
Founder and Executive Director of Africa Sickle
Cell Organization (AScO) and Global Advisory
Committee member of NCD Alliance’s Our Views,
Our Voices initiative aimed at promoting
meaningful involvement of people living with
NCDs in the NCD response. She works as a Project
Manager and a Patient Advocate who partners
with National & Local Government, CSO’s and
other Healthcare Stakeholders to create
programs, guidelines, policies and healthcare
systems around Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) and Non
Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in Kenya. 
>lea.kilenga@gmail.com
 
 

Dr Teri Reynolds
Unit head, Clinical Services and Systems,
Department of Integrated Health Services at WHO
HQ in Geneva. Dr. Reynolds has previously led the
emergency and trauma care program in the
Department for the Management of NCDs,
Disability, Violence and Injury Prevention. She was
formerly Associate Professor and Director of
Global Health for the Department of Emergency
Medicine University of California and the Director
of the Emergency Medicine Residency and
Research Programs at Muhimbili National Hospital
in Tanzania.
>reynoldst@who.int
 

Dr Slim Slama
Regional Adviser, NCD Prevention and
Management Unit at the WHO Regional Office for
the Eastern Mediterranean and medical doctor
and specialist in internal/primary care medicine
and global health. Dr. Slama contributes to
providing strategic and technical support to
countries in scaling up efforts to better prevent
and control NCDs. Part of his work is dedicated to
the strengthening of WHO normative and
technical support to countries affected by
humanitarian crises with the aim to improve NCD
inclusion across various phases of emergencies
and has led the development of the WHO NCD
emergency kit.
>slamas@who.int
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Dr Edward Kelley
Director, Department of Integrated Health
Services at WHO HQ in Geneva. Formely WHO’s
lead on Health System Recovery for the
organization’s Ebola response efforts. Dr Kelley 
 has previously directed the US National
Healthcare Reports for the US Department of
Health and Human Services in the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). He also
directed the 28-country Health Care Quality
Improvement (HCQI) Project of the Organization
of Economic Cooperation and Development.
Formerly, Dr Kelley worked for 10 years in West and
North Africa and Latin America, directing research
on the Integrated Management of Childhood
Illness in Niger.
>kelleye@who.int
 

Dr Mussie G/Michael
Expert Public Health Specialist, NCD Team,
Diseases Prevention and Control Directorate;
Ministry of Health, Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia. Dr  Mussie G/Michael is the senior
expert for the NCD team, with experience in
developing strategy documents on NCDs and
tobacco control, guidelines, training manuals and
monitoring and evaluation tools. Dr Mussie
G/Michael has previously worked at Dembi health
center and Adama General Hospital as a general
medical practitioner for 11 years.
 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr Luong 
Ngoc Khuê 
General Director of Department of Medical
Service Administration, Ministry of Health Vietnam;
Vice Head of COVID-19 Treatment Sub-National
Steering Committee UNDER National Steering
Committee on COVID-19 Prevention and Control;
Director of Vietnam Telemedicine Center for
COVID-19 Outbreak Control. Dr. Luong Ngoc Khuê
is one of the leading decision makers who actively
involves in developing health policies and system
management, especially focusing on development
and performance of hospital service system. His
contribution has made a profound impact on
establishing numerous laws, guidelines and
strategic plans. Dr. Luong Ngoc Khuê consults for
the Health Minister on COVID-19 treatment
guidance and supervision and leads many key
efforts for the COVID-19 response in Viet Nam.
>khue1305@gmail.com
 
 

Dr Shadha S. Al-Raisi
Director of Non-Communicable Diseases in the
Ministry of Health, Oman. She is involved in work
related to the prevention, control and surveillance
of NCDs and mental health in Oman. Her past
work involved supervising the work of the chronic
respiratory disease program in Oman and the
establishment and provision of services for
patients with chest disease in primary healthcare.
She has also been a member of the Irish Medical
Council from 2005-2007 and previously worked in
the republic of Ireland as a surgical and medical
Intern in Tralee General Hospital and Bon Secours
Hospital (Cork).
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


