
NCD HARD TALKS

Digital solutions for NCDs: 
What worked and what can be 
taken forward? 
COVID-19 and beyond





Thank you for joining

• Interpretation in Spanish and French is provided. 

• This webinar will be recorded.

• Links to the recording and all slides will be shared.

• Please participate in the discussion by sharing your 
questions in the Q&A box. Experts are invited to 
type their answers throughout the session.

• General comments can be shared in the chat box.

• Please be respectful - we are here to learn and 
exchange ideas.



Surabhi Joshi
Digital Health and Innovation
NCD Department, WHO



Agenda

• NCDs and digital health

• BHBM, digital and gender: what ITU has learnt 

during COVID-19

• WHOPEN App launch

• Country perspectives: 

Sudan, Malaysia, Fiji, Senegal

• Solutions and opportunities



Dr Bente Mikkelsen 
Director, NCD Department, WHO



Sylvia Poll
Head of Digital Society, 
Telecommunication Development  
Bureau, ITU



WHO PEN 
App launch

Dr Cherian Varghese
Cross-cutting lead,
NCD Department, WHO



Country 
perspectives



Dr Nazik Izzeldin M. 
Ibrahim
National NCD Program Director
Ministry of Health, Sudan



Dr Arunah Chandran  
Public Health Physician, 
Ministry of Health, Malaysia



Dr Devina Nand
Head of Wellness, Ministry of Health & 
Medical Services, Fiji



Dr Seynabou Mbow
Head of CVD and Metabolic Disease, 
Division of NCDs, Ministry of Health, 
Senegal



Panel discussion: 
Solutions and 
Opportunities



Adele Waugaman
Senior Digital Health Coordinator, 
USAID



Amanda BenDor
Deputy Director of Partnership, PATH



Ulrike Kreysa
Senior Vice-President Healthcare, 
GSI Global Office



Dr Ann Aerts
Head, Novartis Foundation



Jennifer Esposito
Vice-President and GM, Magic Leap



Dr Soumya Swaminathan 
Chief Scientist, Science Division, WHO



Join us next time
9 June 2021

Registration link shared in the chat


