
Non-communicable diseases or NCDs (heart 
disease, stroke, cancers, chronic lung disease and 
diabetes): the world’s biggest killers

The right to health is a fundamental responsibility of 
government. 
Working across government sectors can prevent and 
control NCDs.
The time for collective action is now.

Empowered lives. 
Resilient nations. 

What Ministries of Environment and Energy Need to Know
http://www.who.int/ncds/un-task-force/policy-briefs/en/

WHO/NMH/NMA/18.89

Together we can support people to: 
• Reduce their exposure to polluted air, water, soil and food
• Reduce their exposure to hazardous chemicals
• Avoid tobacco use and harmful use of alcohol
• Eat healthily and be physically active

Environment, energy and NCDs are interconnected:
• Chemicals and pollution are a cause of avoidable illness and 

early death
• Tobacco is bad for the environment and bad for health
• Animal farming is less friendly for the environment than farming 

of fruits and vegetables – and excessive intake of animal 
products is harmful to health

• Heavy motor vehicle use  more carbon emissions, less physical 
activity and more NCDs

• Ineffi cient energy sources and other pollutants (e.g. from unclean 
cookstoves) cause NCDs

Ministries of Environment and Energy can help:
• Protect forests, green areas and biodiversity through legislation
• Achieve optimal fuel subsidies, active transport and low-

emissions technologies
• End tobacco growing and support tobacco farmers with viable 

alternatives
• Reduce harmful chemicals and harmful use of antibiotics in food 

production
• Engage partners to consider the economic and social benefi ts of 

environment/energy solutions
• Encourage civil society to hold government and industry 

accountable for commitments

SDG 3.4: REDUCE NON-COMMUNICABLE 
DISEASES BY ONE THIRD
MINISTRIES OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

©
 W

H
O

 a
nd

 U
N

DP
 2

01
8.

 A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
 - 

De
si

gn
: w

w
w

.p
ap

rik
a-

an
ne

cy
.c

om

PRINT-2948-UNDP-Geneva-Posters-Environment-and-Energy-20180518.indd   1 21/05/2018   10:15


