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Background 
 
Reports from the field indicate that neglected tropical disease (NTD) programmes face a number 
of laboratory capacity and quality problems that require urgent attention. The under-
performance of some existing NTD diagnostic tests and dependence on clinical and classical 
microbiological techniques for routine diagnosis and program monitoring both raise problems 
by lowering the quality of individual patient decision-making and surveillance data.  
 
In response to these challenges, WHO has convened a Diagnostic Technical Advisory Group 
(DTAG) for NTDs to assist WHO with efforts to:  
 

 Review and prioritize the diagnostics needs for NTD programmes  
 Define the use cases and target product profiles (TPPs) for the needed diagnostic tools 
 Link with key partners, including NTD programs from endemic countries, to support test 

development and validation 
 Provide WHO with guidance on the utility of new tools to support NTD control and 

elimination 
 
DTAG members appointed by WHO reflect a broad array of expertise on clinical diagnosis, 
epidemiology, monitoring and evaluation, diagnostic assay development and validation. Despite 
this wealth of knowledge, providing in depth expertise across all 20 NTDs in WHO’s portfolio and 
across all stages of assay development and field application is beyond the capacity of a group 
with limited membership.  Consequently, WHO is developing time-limited DTAG sub-groups that 
will focus more narrowly on single diseases or specific topics drawing on the expertise provided 
by persons with the requisite background and experience. 
 
Limited laboratory capacity is a significant obstacle to meeting global control and elimination 
NTD road map targets   A DTAG sub-group is needed to provide WHO and the NTD community 
with well-coordinated guidance on how best to maximize synergies with existing networks and 
enhance the development of improved laboratory capacity to support NTD programmes with 
high quality laboratory data. The remit of the subgroup may include: 
  

1. To define appropriate quality control and quality assurance standards for NTD 
laboratories 

2. To identify and harness strategic opportunities for establishing and enhancing an 
interlinked laboratory network, both within and beyond NTD programmes 

3. To define modalities for laboratory capacity strengthening through expanded training, 
collaboration for research, technical knowledge transfer, fostering communities of best 
practice and sharing experiences.  

4. To generate and advice on the use of recommended laboratory protocols for NTDs 
programmes.  

 
Sub-group Membership 
 
 Each sub-group should include one or more DTAG members. 



 
 

 Members will be selected based on their expertise in one of the following areas relevant to 
the theme of the sub-group:  

o Laboratory processes  
o Quality assurance/quality control schemes 
o Creation and maintenance of laboratory networks 
o Training of laboratory staff 
o Diagnostic tests for NTDs 

 
 Sub-groups may invite additional experts to participate in their work on an ad hoc basis as 

required by the issues under consideration.  
 

 Ad hoc members of the sub-group are engaged by the Secretariat based on the 
recommendation of the NTD Director. 
 

 Sub-groups will have 6–12 members and may participate for up to 3 years, with duration 
depending upon the scope of work for the sub-group. Once the scope of work has been 
completed the group may be disbanded by the DTAG.  
 

 
Reporting 
 
Sub-group recommendations will be submitted to the DTAG for consideration and 
recommendation to the Director, Department of Control of NTDs, WHO.  
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