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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Ending NTDs: together towards 2030 

Launch of the 2021-2030 road map for neglected tropical diseases 

28 January 2021  | 14:00-16:00 CET 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda 
 

TIME SESSION SPEAKERS 

13:45 Pre-Roll   

14:00 ● Welcome & introduction 
● Overview of programme 
● Online poll on slido 

Patricia Amira and Henry Bonsu 
 

14:02 NTDs are Diseases of Neglected People Voices from the field 

14:09 Statement by the Deputy Secretary-
General of the United Nations ● Her Excellency Ms Amina J. Mohammed 

14:11 Keynote address ● Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, DG, WHO 

14:14 Progress over last 10 years • Dr Lorenzo Savioli, Director, NTD, WHO (2005-14)  
• Dr Dirk Engels, Director, NTD, WHO (2014-17)  

14:20 Opening remarks His Excellency Mr Faure Essozimna Gnassingbé, 
President of the Togolese Republic 

14:24 Transition Video  

14:25 Progress: country perspectives The Hon. Karina Gould, Minister of International 
Development, Canada 

14:26 Panel 1: Great Progress Since the First 
NTD Roadmap 

● Dr Ahmed Naseem, Minister of Health, Maldives 
● Mr Silas Bule Melve, Minister of Health, Vanuatu 
● Dr Poonam Singh, Regional Director, WHO/SEARO 
● Dr Muhammad Ali Pate, Global Director, Health, 

Nutrition and Population, World Bank Group 
● Mr Khaled F. Alkhaled, Regional Manager for 

International Organizations, Kuwait Fund 
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14:49 Photo-story of COVID 19 & NTDs  

14:51 NTDs’ contribution to the SDGs and 
UHC 

Dr Ren Minghui, Assistant Director-General, UHC / 
Communicable and Noncommunicable Diseases, WHO 

14:53 Music & Poetry Interlude  

14:55 Panel 2: How has partnership catalyzed 
success (part 1) 

● Dr Katey Owen, Director NTD, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation  

● Ms Emily Wainwright, Senior NTD Advisor, Global 
Leadership and Coordination, USAID 

● Ms Tsitsi Masiyiwa, Founder, Higher Life Foundation 

15:05 Break animation - Photo-story “Cross-cutting” 

15:06 Panel 2: How has partnership catalyzed 
success (part 2) 

● Dr Kisito Ogoussan, Chair, NNN 
● Mr Greg Perry, Assistant Director General, IFPMA 
● Dr John Amuasi, Executive Director, African Research 

Network for NTDs 

15:15 Break animation – Music  Mimi Mars, Damien, Abbie  

15:20 Ending the Neglect: introduction to the 
new NTD Road map 

Dr Mwelecele Ntuli Malecela,  
Director, NTD, WHO 

15:22 Panel 3: Interactive Discussion - the 
new NTD Road map 
(part 1) 

● Dr Matshidiso Moeti, Regional Director, WHO/AFRO 
● Dr Maria Flachsbarth, Parliamentary State Secretary 

to the Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, Germany 

● Dr Canisius Kanangire, African Minister’s Council for 
Water 

15:26 Break animation - Video “Pledge” 

15:26 Panel 3: Interactive Discussion – the 
new NTD Road map  
(part 2) 

● Dr Ahmed Al Mandhari, Regional Director, 
WHO/EMRO 

● Mr Gerald Chirinda, Youth Combating NTD 
● Dr Andreas Hasman, Nutrition Specialist, UNICEF 
● Dr Carissa F. Etienne, Director, Pan American Health 

Organization and Regional Director, WHO/AMRO 

15:40 Launch of the New NTD Roadmap 
Keynote Addresses 
 

● His Excellency Mr Paul Kagame, President of the 
Republic of Rwanda 

● Her Excellency Mrs Isatou Touray, Vice-President of 
the Republic of The Gambia 

● His Excellency Mr Alexander De Croo, Prime Minister 
of the Kingdom of Belgium 

● Her Excellency Mrs Sika Bella Kaboré, First Lady of 
Burkina Faso 
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15:55 Launch ceremony  ● Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, DG, WHO 
● Dr Mwelecele Ntuli Malecela, Director, NTD, WHO 

15:58 Commitments & Calls to Action Collage of clips  

16:10 Imagine 2030 
An NTD Free Generation 

Youth Combating NTDs 

16:14 End  Patricia Amira and Henry Bonsu 

 


